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most northern reaches of Eu-

rope and discover the life-

style, beliefs and traditions of 

the Sami Reindeer Herders.  
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Home ed looks like this  
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Sent in by Tasha Stocks from their snowy holiday 

Bex white sent in us in this beautiful 

photograph of their snowy home ed day 

Join us to find out more about OCD as we 

celebrate OCD Awareness week. 

Rare disease day is the 28th  

February  #showyourrare  

Feb is also the LGBT+ history month.  

Its been a busy month this issue 



SCOUTING FOUNDERS DAY 

The birthday of Baron Robert Ba-

den-Powell the 1st (born in 

1857), the founder of Scouting, 

and coincidentally also of his 

wife Olave Baden-Powell (born in 

1889). It’s a birthday shared by 

Scouting and the Girl Guides.   

Individual Scouting units will 

have their own founders day in 

addition to the globally celebrat-

ed Founders Day.  

The scouting movement was 

born August 1907.  

WORLD WETLANDS DAY 

Established to raise awareness 

about the value of wetlands for 

humanity and the planet,  Wet-

lands are lands saturated by water 

that help to maintain the earths 

biodiversity. WWD was celebrated 

for the first time in 1997 and has 

grown remarkably since then. 

Each year, government agencies, 

non-governmental organizations, 

and groups of citizens at all levels 

of the community, have raised 

public awareness of wetland val-

ues and benefits. Such as biologi-

cally diverse ecosystems providing 

habitats for many living creatures, 

they also act as buffers on coastal 

areas against storms and flooding.   

P A G E  2  Schedule of Events 

 1st– Imbolc  

 2nd– World Wetlands Day/ 

World Hijab day/ Groundhog 

day 

 4th– World Cancer Day/ Sri 

Lankan Independence day 

 5th– Chinese New Year/ Inter-

national Internet Safety Day 

 6th– Sami National Day 

 11th– International Day of 

women/girls in Science 

 12th– Red Hand Day 

 14th– Valentines Day 

 15th– Earthworm Day 

 17th– Random Acts of Kind-

ness Day 

 22nd– Scouting Founders Day 

 28th– Rare Disease Day Global Observations 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

Did you know? 

February is the 

LGBTQ+ history 

month. 

 

This years theme is 

Peace, Activism and 

Reconciliation.  

We hope those 

celebrating have a 

wonderful time. 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

February 2019 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Baden-Powell,_1st_Baron_Baden-Powell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Baden-Powell,_1st_Baron_Baden-Powell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scouting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olave_Baden-Powell


Ocean Plastic– your submissions 
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Thank you to Rosie, Skyla and Freya Turton for sending in your ‘Save our 

Ocean’ pictures.  

Well done to Skyla and Freya Turton 

for their riddle answers.  

 

Number 4 is candle, the rest were all 

correct.  
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There’s no day like a snow day... 
Thank you to all our readers and Home Education UK FB Group 

for sending in all of your wonderful Snowy home ed  

photographs!  

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

Joanne Amu, sent in this photo of 

her daughter playing at 2am 

Carolynn Parncutt sent us this 

beautiful photograph 

Jennie Wadsworth had us all jealous at their 

cosy snow day 

A big thanks to Jane F Livesey. 

We cant get over that snowman! 



P A G E  5  
I S S U E  7  

Dawn-louise Taylor sent in this 

closeup of Ice 

Leah Jay sent these     

colourful  snow balls  to 

us 

‘Sarah Wiley and 

family have gone 

above and be-

yond with this 

unicorn and Ig-

loo’ 

A big thanks to Caroline  

Derbyshire! 

Please check out our blog for all the submissions we received if your photo is not here 
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IMBOLC 
Imbolc is celebrated on the 1st-2nd 

February and is an ancient Celtic cele-

bration. In the Celtic seasonal calen-

dar Imbolc marks the beginning of 

the lambing season and signals the 

beginning of Spring and the stirrings 

of new life. It is Feile Brighde, the 

'quickening of the year'. The original 

word Imbolg means 'in the belly'.  Im-

bolc is a reminder that spring will be 

here soon, it is a festival of fire and 

light and is one of the cross quarter 

days.  A time of hearth and home. Im-

bolc was also a traditional time to 

cleanse your home, after being stuck 

inside a lot over the winter period it 

can be nice to fling open the windows 

and let the fresh air in. The traditional 

spring cleaning is originally thought to 

have derived from Imbolc and other 

spring related festivals around the 

world. Cows’ udders begin to engorge 

with milk at this time of year, ready 

for the first births of spring. Imbolc is 

an important date in the agricultural 

year, when farmers would prepare 

their fields for the first sowings and 

fishermen would return to the sea. In 

the Christian calendar, Imbolc is 

known as Candlemas, when candles 

are lit for Virgin Mary.  

 

Imbolc Family Crafts 

There are many traditional Imbolc 

crafts such as making Brighids Cross, 

making Brighids crown and or making 

your own candles.  

The Bridghids cross is a widespread 

practice throughout Ireland. It is used to 

symbolize the Goddess and the protec-

tion she places over the home. Tradi-

tionally they would be made with wheat 

stalks. In some legends, the girl who lat-

er grew to be St. Bridget wove the first 

of these crosses as she explained Chris-

tianity to her father, a Pictish chieftain. 

In other stories, the cross is not a cross 

at all, but a wheel of fire, which explains 

why it's a bit off-center in appearance. 

More recently It is believed to be pre-

Christian in origin. In parts of Ireland, 

Brighid is known as a goddess of the 

crossroads, and this symbol represents 

the place where two worlds meet, and 

the year is at a crossroads between light 

and dark.  

Begin by bending your reeds and hook-

ing them into each other as in the first 

figure and follow the diagram. When it 

is the size you want it to be you will 

need to tie the four ends, the four quar-

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   
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ters - with string, thread, ribbon etc. Decorate 

the completed cross with ribbons and swan 

feathers if you have them - whatever is mean-

ingful for you.  In Celtic lore hanging one above 

a child’s bed was considered to bring them 

protection. 

 

Another fun activity is making your own fire-

lighters, after all it is a fire festival!  

In order to make your own fire lighters you 

need to gather  

• Parafin 

• Drier Lint 

• Egg Carton 

Heat the paraffin wax in a double boiler. Make 

sure the wax is never directly over the heat or 

it can catch fire. Get an adult to help with this 

bit. Whilst the wax melts roll the drier lint into 

balls and place a single ball into each car-

board egg cup, squash it down to ensure you 

have cardboard visible above the lint. Por the 

melted paraffin wax over the top of the drier 

lint and allow to cool. Light one of the card-

board corners when you are next lighting a fire.  

A safer option and fun for younger children is 

to use Lint or cotton wool balls and coat them 

in the original plain Vaseline. These will burn 

very effectively.  

When making candles soy wax is a safer alter-

native for families.  

 

Many families set up a seasonal display in 

their homes, now is the perfect time to intro-

duce some animals to your wintery scenes as 

the days start to warm and the wheel turns 

once more. Our favourite activity is glass paint-

ing jars we then use as T-Lite holders, these 

also go on our seasonal display. We tend to 

make one each. If it's warm enough to get out-

side, you may have to bundle up, go on a na-

ture walk and see what signs of spring your 

children can spot. Are there birds returning 

yet? Have they built their nests? What plants 

are beginning to appear from the frozen 

ground? Talk about how this ties into themes 

of rebirth and new beginnings.  

Traditionally, Imbolc was a time for visiting 

holy water; a spring or a well, to both purify 

us and bring fertility to our dreams. Why not 

set off on an adventure together as a family 

to find some water near your home: a river, 

stream, or well. If the water’s clean, splash 

some over yourself as you set your intention 

to cleanse and purify. Shake away the cob-

webs.  

This is the perfect time of year for fresh 

starts and new beginnings.  

 For some of our ancestors, the reminder of 

the coming Spring (and fading Winter) was a 

big deal, especially in regions where it got 

extremely cold, and a time when there was-

n’t the ease of electricity, central heating, a 

gas stove and electric fridge, or a stocked 

super-market.  

Later, the Roman Catholic Church replaced 

this festival with CandlemasDay on February 

2, a day that now belongs to the Virgin Mary. 

On this day, people have ceremonies or pro-

cessions by candlelight - walking together in 

the dark, with the only light coming from 

candles they carry. The may also sing songs 

to Brigid/ Brighid, or say poems or prayers to 

her.   

In both Pagan and Christian celebrations, 

Brigid is celebrated as a powerful female fig-

ure, who brings light, inspiration, and healing 

to the world. 

 

 

 

William Wilcox. 14 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://kids.kiddle.co/Candlemas
https://kids.kiddle.co/Virgin_Mary
https://kids.kiddle.co/Candlelight
https://kids.kiddle.co/Polytheism
https://kids.kiddle.co/Christianity
https://kids.kiddle.co/Light
https://kids.kiddle.co/Inspiration
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Chinese New Year 
Chinese New Year is also referred to as 

Spring festival in China. It marks the 

beginning of a new year on the Chinese 

calendar. The first day of Chinese New 

Year begins on the new moon that ap-

pears between 21 January and 20 Feb-

ruary. The day will be celebrated on the 

5th January this year, and usually last 

for 16 days.  

Each year has its own auspicious asso-

ciations, such as an animal and or an 

element such as wood or metal. This 

year we celebrate the year of the pig. 

As discussed briefly in last months is-

sue Chinese new year is a lunisolar cel-

ebration. Like our own Gregorian calen-

dar the Chinese lunisolar calendar has 

12 months with a leap year having 13. 

Many of the elders in the Chinese com-

munity  actually celebrate their birth-

days and ages according to the tradi-

tional Chinese Calendar.  

Chinese New year is  considered a sa-

cred day to be revered. In the UK most 

of the nation comes together and visits 

their local China Town where they join 

in the festivities. Lunar New Year is as-

sociated with several myths and cus-

toms. The festival was traditionally a 

time to honour deities as well as an-

cestors. China covers a large continent 

and is home to thousands of neigh-

bourhoods and districts, within each 

district the traditions for new year will 

vary.  It is also considered traditional 

practice for every family to thoroughly 

clean their house, in order to sweep 

away any ill-fortune and make way for 

future good luck and prosperity. Anoth-

er custom is the decoration of windows 

and doors with red paper designs  known 

as Jianzhi and couplets . Popular themes 

among these paper decorations and cou-

plets include an emphasis on good for-

tune, happiness, wealth, and success. 

Jianzhi is one of the most ancient and 

famous types of traditional folk art in Chi-

na. The most famous paper-cutting char-

acters in Chinese are fú, meaning lucky. 

Fú is usually used during the Chinese 

New Year’s Festival, indicating people’s 

wishes for a lucky year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jianzhi decoration of Fu for Chunjie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image of a Couplet set. Includes chun Lian and 

Fu. 

When the Spring Festival is approaching, 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fu_character
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fu_character
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pasting couplets and hanging banners can ex-

press good wishes and yearning for home.  

Red is a most popular colour for this time of 

year, red wrapping paper for gifts and red dec-

orations are everywhere.  Families gather to-

gether to decorate their homes, eating as an 

extended family, firecrackers and giving red 

envelopes to children.  

They create large lucky dragons and lion 

heads  which are highly decorative, they then 

dance in a procession. The lucky dragons tend 

to stay outside whilst a couple of the smaller 

characters will visit every Chinese business in 

the city to spread good fortune.  They set off 

firecrackers outside each business entrance 

whilst the procession dances outside to the 

beat of drums.  

Chinese new year, aka chunjie, is an important 

celebration within Chinese culture and cele-

brates the coming spring. Over 20% of the 

world celebrates Chinese New Year with many 

other cultures joining in. Most major cities and 

towns across the western world have their own 

China Town, the one in Liverpool is the oldest 

China town in the UK. The large dramatic fes-

tivities entice spectators in the thousands who 

watch the performances  and make a day out 

of it. Chinese New Year coincides with similar 

celebrations around the world at this time of 

year. It isn't just the Chinese who celebrate the 

Lunisolar calendar, North Korea, South Korea 

and Vietnam all celebrate the coming spring 

around the same date due to the lunar cycle. 

Many ancient cultures and also modern day 

pagans celebrate the lunisolar calendar.   

Chunjie celebrations have actually beaten the 

World Record for most Fireworks set off each 

year. More than 500 Chinese cities have im-

posed restrictions due to the air pollution.   

Family is the primary focus of Chunjie, so im-

portant that it triggers the largest mass migra-

tion of people each year as everyone races 

home to be with their loved ones , it is tradition 

to remain together till after the 5th day. The mi-

gration home is referred to as ‘Chunyun’ and 

over a 1000 tickets for flights and trains are 

booked every second once they go live for sale.  

The evening before new years day is  frequently 

known as the reunion dinner and is entirely ded-

icated to families and loved ones.  

The food served during Chunjie has spiritual and 

superstitious significance, especially the des-

serts. Nian Gao– Is a type of rice cake that sym-

bolizes success. Fa Gao– is similar to a sponge 

cake with a muffin like texture, it gets dyed vari-

ous colours and represents financial blessings 

for the year ahead. Celebrations tend to end 

with a Lantern Festival on the first full moon/ 

the 15th day following the start of the Chunjie 

celebrations. The northern regions of China in-

clude dumplings in the majority of their festival 

menu.  

 

THE LUNISOLAR CALENDAR 

The traditional Chinese calendar follows 

a Metonic cycle which is a system also adopted 

by the modern Jewish Calendar. The names of 

the Earthly Branches have no English counter-

parts and are not the Chinese translations of 

the zodiac animals. Alongside the 12-year cycle 

of the animal zodiac there is also a 10-year cy-

cle of heavenly stems. Each of the ten heavenly 

stems is associated with one of the five ele-

ments of Chinese astrology: Wood, Fire, Earth, 

Metal and Water. These elements are rotated 

every two years while a yin and yang associa-

tion alternates every year. The elements are: 

Yang Wood, Yin Wood, Yang Fire, Yin Fire, and it 

continues through each of the elements in that 

Yin Yang pattern continuously. These produce a 

combined cycle that repeats every 60 years. For 

example, the year of the Yang Fire Rat occurred 

in 1936 and in 1996, 60 years apart.  

Unfortunately a lot of people try to establish 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dumpling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metonic_cycle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthly_Branches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavenly_stem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_astrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metal_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rat_(zodiac)
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their Chinese birthday and zodiac ani-

mal using their Gregorian birthdate, 

this gives an inaccurate result. Sadly 

many online calculators are also incor-

rect for this very same reason.  

 

MYTHOLOGY 

According to legends that have been 

passed down through the generations, 

the original Chinese new year was initi-

ated with Nian, who was a mythologi-

cal beast.  

Chinese mythology is encountered in 

the traditions of various classes of peo-

ple, geographic regions, historical peri-

ods including the present, and from 

various ethnic groups. China is home 

to many mythological traditions, in-

cluding that of Han Chinese and 

their Huaxia predecessors, as well 

as Tibetan mythology, Turkic mytholo-

gy and Korean mythology. However, 

the study of Chinese mythology tends 

to focus upon material recorded in the 

Chinese language. Much of the mythol-

ogy involves exciting stories full of fan-

tastical people and beings, the use of 

magical powers, often taking place in 

an exotic mythological place or time 

with an abundance of unusual crea-

tures. Like many mythologies. Chinese 

mythology has in the past been be-

lieved to be, at least in part, a factual 

recording of history. Along  with Chi-

nese folklore, Chinese mythology 

forms an important part of everyday 

Chinese folk religion.  

In Chinese mythology, a Nian is a beast 

that lives under the sea or inside the 

mountains. The earliest written 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

sources that mention the Nian as a crea-

ture are dated to the early 20th century. 

As a result, it is unclear whether 

the Nian is an authentic part of traditional 

folk mythology or is a part of a local oral 

tradition which was recorded in the early 

20th century. Nian is one of the key char-

acters in the Chinese New Year, with 

scholars citing it as the reason behind 

several traditions during the celebration 

such as wearing red clothing and creating 

noise from drums and fireworks as all of 

these are said to scare the Nian.  

Once every year at the beginning of Chi-

nese New Year, the Nian comes out its 

hiding place to feed- mostly on men and 

animals, but during winter since food is 

sparse he would bravely go to the village. 

He would eat the crops and sometimes 

the villagers. There are several accounts 

as to what the Nian looked like. Some 

sources state that it resembles a flat-

faced lion, with a dog's body and promi-

nent incisor. other authors described it as 

larger than an elephant with two long 

horns and many sharp teeth.  

Chinese legends attribute the Chinese 

lion dance to the legend of the Nian. The 

dance has its origins in a story of an at-

tack on a village by a Nian. The story 

starts one bleak winter, After the attack, 

the villagers discussed how to make the 

Nian leave them in peace, all the villagers 

decided it would be best to go hide from 

the beast and stick together. An old man 

appeared before the villagers went into 

hiding and said that he was going to stay 

the night and get revenge on the Nian. All 

the villagers apparently thought he was 

insane, brave, but insane. The old man 

put red papers up and set off firecrackers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Han_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huaxia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibetan_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkic_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkic_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_folklore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_folklore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_folk_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_New_Year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fireworks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion_dance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion_dance
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in the village, going round every home and 

business to ensure he drove the Nian away. 

The day after, the villagers came back to their 

town to see that nothing was destroyed. They 

assumed that the old man was a deity who had 

come to save them. The villagers then under-

stood that the Nian was afraid of the colour red 

and loud noises. When the New Year was 

about to come, the villagers would wear red 

clothes, hang red lanterns, and red spring 

Jianzhi on their windows and doors. People 

have used firecrackers ever since to frighten 

away the Nian. From then on, Nian never came 

to the village again. The Nian was eventually 

captured by Hongjun Laozu, who was an an-

cient Taoist monk. After that, Nian retreated to 

a nearby mountain. The name of the mountain 

has long been lost over the years of oral tradi-

tion.  

The cultural traditions are recorded and well 

documented throughout history however, non 

of these accounts mention the Nian, either as 

mythology or as a creature. It is suspected that 

the village may have been attacked by an in-

jured species of large cats or ape in some vari-

ations of the tales.  

The attributes of the Nian creature in the mod-

ern legend and its fear of noise and fire, corre-

lates with ancient legends relating to the use 

of firecrackers to drive off ape-like creatures in 

the mountains called shanxiao and was first 

recorded in the Shanhaijing. 

The Erya records that the character Nian was 

first used as the meaning for the English word 

‘year’ during the Zhou dynasty, replacing the 

different terms that were used in previous eras. 

The Shuowen Jiezi mentions that the charac-

ter Nian meant "ripeness of grains", and was 

composed of the character "he" and "qian" and 

quotes the Chunqiu which uses it in the sense 

of a great harvest.  

The tradition of sweeping and cleaning the 

home around this time of year is recorded in 

Zhou dynasty sources as intended to ward off 

plague spirits along with the practice of us-

ing music and drama to receive gods and 

ward off plague and illness. This isn't unique 

to the Chinese culture and is actually a com-

mon thread in the pagan Imbolc, the Chris-

tian Candlemas and other lunisolar celebra-

tions at this seasonal point in time. The crea-

ture's role in the celebration of the Chinese 

New Year is highlighted by the way the Chi-

nese call this holiday as Guo Nian, which 

means "pass over Nian" or "overcome Nian."  

 

THE ANIMAL ZODIAC 

There are 12 Zodiac animals, they are each 

assigned to a year on a constant rotating cy-

cle. The Chinese zodiac is also called 

Shēngxiào in Mandarin . The Chinese zodiac 

is not related to the constellations. The zodi-

ac traditionally begins with the year of the 

Rat. Below is a list of them in order with 

each of their representations.  

Rat –  Yin, 1st Trine, Fixed Element Water 

Ox – Yin, 2nd Trine, Fixed Element Earth 

Tiger – Yang, 3rd Trine, Fixed Element Wood 

Rabbit – Yin, 4th Trine, Fixed Element Wood 

Dragon – Yang, 1st Trine, Fixed Element Earth 

Snake – Yang, 2nd Trine, Fixed Element Fire 

Horse –Yin, 3rd Trine, Fixed Element Fire 

Goat – Yin, 4th Trine, Fixed Element Earth 

Monkey –Yang, 1st Trine, Fixed Element Metal 

Rooster – Yin, 2nd Trine, Fixed Element Metal 

Dog – Yang, 3rd Trine, Fixed Element Earth 

Pig – Yang, 4th Trine, Fixed Element Water 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hongjun_Laozu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanhaijing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhou_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shuowen_Jiezi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_and_Autumn_Annals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuo_opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rat_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ox_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiger_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbit_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragon_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goat_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monkey_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metal_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rooster_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metal_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_(Wu_Xing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pig_(zodiac)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yin_and_yang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrological_aspect#Trine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Xing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_(Wu_Xing)
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THE YEAR OF THE PIG 

The pig is the twelth animal in the 

zodiac and is the last animal in the 

12 year cycle. It makes this new 

year rather unique.  

There are various myths in Chinese 

mythology about the origin of the 

pigs placement. According to one 

myth the Jade emperor ordered a 

race and the pig came in last be-

cause he got a tad hungry, in anoth-

er version of the same tale he 

struggled due to his lack of swim-

ming speed. In another version the 

emperor was throwing a party and 

the pig was the last arrival. There 

are also different explanations for 

his late arrival, in one tale he over-

slept and in another a wolf had 

blown his house down and he had 

had to rebuild it before he could 

leave for the party.  

The pig is allocated to the time peri-

od between 9pm and 11pm. He sig-

nifies abundance in all areas whilst 

also having a huge significance for 

Chinese businesses.  He has an ele-

ment of water which means he gov-

erns the emotions, however this 

year he is in his Earth element. Like 

with the zodiac system most com-

monly known throughout the west-

ern world each animal is associated 

with certain key characteristics.  

 

What Animal year were you born 

in? 

 

Tyler Wilcox, 15 

FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW 

 

 

China                  Chinese            Dragon 

Red                         New                        Year           

Envelope               moon                   Zodiac 

                             Phases 

 

 

There are 12 months in a _______________ 

 

_______________ is a large country in Asia 

 

There are 12 animals in the Chinese 

_________ 

 

The moon goes through____________each 

month 

 

____________ New Year starts on a new 

moon. 

 

You can put flat things inside an 

________________ 

 

The ______________ is an mythological ani-

mal 

 

This word rhymes with soon ____________ 

 

What colour is the Nian scared of__________ 

 

This word rhymes with tear _______________ 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   
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COLOUR IN DRAGON MASK 
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Colour in the template dragon and all the pieces.  

You can stick them to a piece of card if you choose. Colour in 

the strip to the left and secure in place as you stick each of 

the body parts. 

Using tape secure a wooden stick to the centre of the two 

Dragon heads, and stick the dragon heads together. Don’t 

forget your strip of body! 

Repeat with the tale and feet.  

FR
O

N
T 

B
A

C
K

 



P A G E  1 6  

HOME ED LOOKS LIKE THIS... 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

A MONTH IN PICTURES 

Outdoor learning. This phot sent in by Sarah 

Mylar looks very cosy.  

Vicky Heap sent in this photo of her 12 

year old daughter learning photography 

Sarah Fletchers children are learning map reading/

orienteering 

Paul Lunn ‘s children recently built their own shed 

  Ry, reading the national geographic. 
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Kate Yoko sent us in a photo of her son build-

ing a shelf unit 

Sam Gregory’s child is learning all 

about Forces at The Little Labora-

tory Home Ed Group 

Jo Corcoran’s child loves crazy 

messy science! 

Making a butterfly house. Sent in by 

Morna Harding-Went 

Anthony, 8, and Tyler, 15 at the Climbing Hangar. 

Bouldering Lessons. 

 

 

#homeedlookslikethis 

To have your picture featured. 

 

Please gain parental permis-

sion. Follow us on Instagram or 

join the fb group to get the lat-

est updates and join in the 

challenges 

Claire Makowski sent in a collage of her daughter at forest school.  
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Internet safety awareness day 

The ‘Safer Internet Day’ is internation-

ally observed on the 5th February and 

was set up by the UK Safer Internet 

Centre. The percentage of people cel-

ebrating last year beat expected rec-

ords as more and more parents are 

finding the need to learn more in or-

der to protect their children. There are 

more than a thou-

sand organisations and 

schools across the UK getting involved 

to help inspire a national conversation 

about using technology responsibly, 

respectfully, critically and creatively 

whilst organisations are providing vast 

amounts of time, effort and resources 

in order to educate the public about 

the steps they can to improve safety 

at all times.  

 

If you visit the website that set up the 

awareness event, 

www.saferinternet.org.uk you will find 

lots of educational packs geared to-

wards various age groups that are in-

tended for use by schools and educa-

tors, the police, youth groups and li-

braries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim is to empower children (from 3 

years and up) to make safer decisions 

whilst online and consider how consent 

works in an online context. The packs 

explore how consent is given and re-

ceived online. “This could be in their 

friendships or relationships, how they 

take and share images and videos or 

how they manage their privacy and da-

ta.”  

The packs are also available in welsh 

and are designed to encourage partici-

pation from children.  You can get in-

volved online by using 

#saferinternetday2019 or search 

#SID2018 to see posts and videos 

online from last years event.  

 

The idea behind the safer internet day 

is to work with children to envision the 

online community they feel would best 

benefit everyone and provide a safe en-

vironment for young children. School 

children and youth groups all came to-

gether to create their pieces of the puz-

zle and combine their collective ideas 

encouraging each other to adopt those 

ideas and ensure their actions help 

move 

each of us 

closer to 

the goal.  

 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

The motto of this years Internet Safety Awareness day is ‘TOGETHER 

FOR A BETTER INTERNET’.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-2018-supporters
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-2018-supporters
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-2018-supporters
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-2018-supporters
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-2018-supporters
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What is the Internet?  

The internet is an enormous network which 

links computers and other electronic devic-

es together globally. The internet allows us 

to communicate instantly with people 

around the globe. Using a lot of cables and 

wires and signals, sometimes even under-

water, the internet has become a massive 

communications resource. It is like a mas-

sive connection of roads. WiFi are signals 

that travel through the air, it doesn't need 

any wires or cables to make a connection. 

It is mainly used over smaller distances 

however can make multiple connections in 

order to enable global connection.  

 

Consider the following responses: 

• That is ok  

• That is not ok 

• It is up to me and no one can tell me 

not to do it 

• I don’t know if that is right or wrong 

• As long as I don’t get caught 

• Why would this be a big deal? 

• I should ask my parent/guardian/

teacher first 

• Even if I asked first, this would still be 

wrong 

 

Discuss each of the scenarios below and de-

cide using the above statements what you 

would do in that situation.  

 

• Your parent/carer shares a photo of 

you that you don’t like online… 

• You give your phone to a friend to see 

a photo and they go theough your other 

photographs… 

• You download a new game and a win-

dow appears asking to know your loca-

tion… 

• A friend asks if they can have your old 

phone because their parents wont al-

low them to have one? 

• Your friends are being mean to some-

one online 

 

You can find more of these questions in the 

7-11 resource at UK Safer Internet Centre to 

use as a conversation starter with your child. 

Things to consider - 

Do you need to ask someone permission in 

any of the above situations? Should some-

one have asked you permission? Has per-

mission already been given or denied? How 

can someone make an informed decision on 

their consent? What would they need to 

know? What can you do if something online 

upsets you? How can you fix a situation 

where you have hurt someone online? What 

can you do if someone else has been done 

something without your permission? 
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This safer internet day the theme is to think about the ways in which we 

give, ask for and receive consent online using the #OurInternetOurchoice  

 

You can get involved on social media by sharing photographs of your home 

ed activities this Safer Internet day. Obviously take into consideration per-

sonal safety whilst sharing photographs on social media.  

There is also the #saferinternetday2019 used to talk about the more gen-

eral information surrounding the day.  

 

Use the tablet template below to write your message or pledge to make a 

safer internet. A message conversation demonstrating consent in action or 

an example of when you may have needed to give online consent.  

Don’t forget to #homeedlookslikethis too. 

 

For younger children you can find a link on the UK Safer Internet Centre 

website for the Zap and Zoom story. This is a delightful story designed to 

enthral the youngest child in your home with its bright colours and fun 

characters.  

What is Big Data? 

An example of what big data is– search-

ing online for something then opening an 

app and seeing the same item immedi-

ately advertised.  

All our data from our online activity is 

tracked and recorded to reveal patterns 

and trends. It looks at everything we read, 

click on and websites we visit. Adverts are 

on then tailored to be targeted at your 

personal likes and interests.  

Under the new GDPR (General Data Pro-

tection Rules) in the UK and EU, compa-

nies now have to  have your consent in 

order to collect, store and analyse your 

data. These are a special set of rules de-

signed to protect your rights to privacy 

online.  

Data is invaluable in areas such as science 

and medicine. It drives innovation, change 

and education. It gives us the opportunity 

to learn from our mistakes.  

Internet data however gets compiled to 

build a bigger picture. It is done by placing 

everyone into categories for every aspect 

of life. The mass storing of data can leave 

you open to hackers and fraud.  

Consider the pros and cons together with 

your older children- how can we can take 

more control over our online information.? 
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The International day of Women and Girls in Science  
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February 11th is The International day of Wom-
en and Girls in Science. This day was adopted 
by the United Nations General Assembly with 
aims to promote full and equal access and par-
ticipation in science for women and girls. Less 
than 30% of scientific researchers in the world 
are women which is why this day is important to 
remind us that women and girls should be as 
equal,  get the same recognition and have the 
same opportunities as males do in science. As 
children, boys are encouraged to be interested 
in science and things like space and experi-
ments. However girls are more pushed towards 
other interests, like playing dress up and play-
ing with dolls. By celebrating women and girls 
in science we can show girls that science is for 
them too and break gender stereotypes. 
 

 

Probably the most well known female scientist 
is Marie Curie. Marie Curie was born in 1867 in 
Warsaw, Poland. When she was growing up, 
science in school was banned. Luckily Marie’s 
parents were teachers and her father taught her 
science at home. Although she was a top stu-
dent, only men were allowed to go to University 
in Poland so she attended an illegal school 
named “The Floating University” which had to 
change location constantly to avoid Russian 
officials. Finally when she was 24 years old she 
saved up enough money to go to a University in 
Paris. While there she met Pierre Curie, a 
Physics professor who she married in 1895. 
They later became one of the greatest couples 
in  the history of science. Together they re-
searched radioactivity for years and discovered 

polonium and radium. These discoveries were 
crucial to discovering how to treat cancer. In 
1903 they were awarded the nobel award for 
physics. She was the first ever women to be giv-
en a nobel prize. In 1911 she was awarded the 
nobel prize for chemistry too and she is now the 
only women to have received two nobel prizes, 
which is pretty amazing but what is even more 
incredible is her daughter, Irene Joliot/Curie who 
won the nobel prize for chemistry in 1935! They 
are the only mother and daughter nobel prize 
winning duo. Marie was the first female profes-
sor at Sorbonne University. During the first 
world war she arranged mobile x ray units to 
help treat soldiers on the battlefield. It’s believed 
that she helped over one million soldiers in the 
war. Sadly in 1934 due to being exposed to so 
much radiation, she died. 
 

One female scientist you might recognise is 
Mayim Bialik, better known as Amy Farrah 
Fowler in the Big Bang Theory. Did you know 
that she doesn’t just play a neuroscientist in the 
show, she is one in real life too! She has written 
two books for teenagers, “Girling Up”  and 
“Boying Up” looking in a scientific way at how 
we grow and develop into adults, Biologically, 
Psychologically and Sociologically. She is a 
great role model for Girls today because she 
shows us that being smart doesn’t make you 
boring and that girls today really can have it all. 
She is an actress, author, mother and scientist! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Willow Fife, 14 
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The looms of 

Olmaivaggi are 

a couple of 

thousand years 

old  

© nord-

norge.com 

Sami National Day 
The Sámi National day of celebration is 

held on the 6th February. On February 

6th 1917, northern and southern  Sámi-

crossed their National borders to come 

together for their first meeting in Trond-

heim, Norway. For the first time, they 

could share and discuss common con-

cerns and work together to find mutual 

solutions. The national day was establish 

in 1992.  

The first National day was celebrated on 

6th February 1993, in conjunction with 

the proclamation of the opening of the 

International Year of Indigenous People 

in Jokkmokk (Sweden) by the United Na-

tion. Since then it has become a tradi-

tional that the Sámi people celebrate to-

gether, flying their flag and all sing the 

Sámi national anthem in the local Sámi 

language. In Norway it is compulsory for 

municipal administrative buildings to fly 

the Norwegian flag, and optionally also 

the Sámi flag, on February 6. Particularly 

notable is the celebration in Norway's 

capital Oslo, where the bells in the high-

est tower of Oslo City Hall play the Sami 

national anthem as the flags go up .  

 

The Sámi people (also Saami) are an    

indigenous people of northern Europe in-

habiting Sámi, which today encompasses 

parts of northern Sweden, Norway, Fin-

land, and the Kola Peninsula of Russia, 

they are Finno-Ugric people. Sami Rein-

deer people are known as "the people 

who walk with reindeer."  

 

After decades of struggle they now rightly 

have their own parliament alongside 

their distinctive culture. The traditional 

Sámi lifestyle, dominated by hunting, 

fishing and trading, was preserved until 

the Late Middle Ages, when the modern 

structures of the Nordic countries were 

established. Of the eleven different his-

torically attested Sámi lan-

guages (traditionally known as 

"dialects"), nine have survived to the pre-

sent day but with most in danger of dis-

appearing too there is a large focus on 

documenting and protecting each one.  

 

It is possible that the Sámi people's ex-

istence was documented by such writers 

as the Roman historian Tacitus. They 

have on uncertain grounds, but for a very 

long time, been associated with 

the Fenni. However, the first Nordic 

sources date from the introductions 

of runes and include specifically 

the Account of the Viking Othere to King 

Alfred of England.  

 

Most of Sámi  now identify as Christians, 

many of their old ways and passed down 

traditions were forgotten. The few written 

accounts that exist are regularly called 

into question as the reliability of each 

source is uncertain.  This is primarily be-

cause the majority of written accounts 

were actually written by outsiders and 

not the Sámi  themselves. The aspects 

that have been taken as fact are those 

which appear in almost all accounts. One 

of the main focal points that has been 

present in nearly every written account is 

Lassoing the 

herd. Also a 

popular sport. 

(c)

nord-
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Out with the 

herd. © 

nordnorge.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_City_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Late_Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nordic_countries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A1mi_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A1mi_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacitus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Account_of_the_Viking_Othere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_the_Great
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that the Sámi envisioned nature and humans as 

one being. Everything was considered to contain 

a soul. Another fact agreed on and recognised 

by the Sámi  is their history of tribal Shaman’s, 

the northern Sámi called them ‘noaidi’ whilst 

the Southern ‘naejtie’. They were considered 

conduits  between the natural and spiritual 

realms. They were mostly men who were chosen 

as boys but sometimes they would pick a girl. 

They would be called to the spirit of a bull rein-

deer and be chosen. They would only see this 

spirit two other times in their life, one of which 

would be when he was about to die. After called 

upon, he would then learn  how to be a shaman. 

Due to western intervention this was sadly inter-

rupted. The shaman worked with a drum that 

they called a ‘goavvdis’ to help him with his  

role. The drum would be decorated with symbol-

ogy. He had lots of responsibilities within their 

culture, being able to contact their gods, heal-

ing, teaching, prophesying and herbal medicine. 

They did seem to have a female counterpart but 

sadly not much is known about their roles. The 

females were also the midwives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another important aspect of the past was Sieidi. 

These were sacred places or things (like stones, 

mountains, at which hunters or herders or oth-

ers could make offerings in hopes of good for-

tune. They were places tha t ancestors and 

guides would watch over. Reindeer antlers were 

a common offering. Despite the common reli-

gion of the Sami now being Christianity, the 

traditional significance of Sieidi still seem 

to hold, although many of the old Sami 

god’s names are forgotten. Many of the 

gods seem to represent natural things, like 

the sun (Baeivi), wind (Bjiegk-ålma), thunder 

(Ajja), the moon (Mano or Aske) and water, 

as well a god as hunting (Liejb-ålma). A lot 

of them had multiple names. Many of these 

gods appeared to be male, as goddess’s 

appeared to be in relation to the home. 

They were close to the people. Sáráhkká for 

example, was a goddess of protection and 

lived in the home’s fireplace. The spirit on 

charge of the dead or the “realm of death” 

was also a goddess, called Jábmi-áhkká. 

Shamanism as it was in the past has not 

been seen and is not knowingly practiced 

anymore. Animals were important aspects 

of the past spirituality, especially the Bear. 

The bear had over time come to represent 

all animals, and therefore was involved in 

many special ceremonies.  

 

The ‘yoik’, a type of folk singing linked with 

spiritual significance, can be about people, 

nature or feelings. It attempts to capture 

the feeling and story of the entire entity of 

the subject. Christian mercenaries from the 

1600's until the late 1800's/ early 1900's 

attempted to ban it as they felt threatened 

by it. They tried to diminish the spiritual link 

to it and eventually forced it out of sight. It 

re-emerged in the late 1900's yet again as 

a strong aspect of Sami culture. The Sami 

even have their own Eurovision song con-

test. Joik/Yoik is a living song so it is always 

unique and developing. It is broadcast live 

on Sami radio and everyone votes. You can 

even listen to Sami rock and there is a good 

collection of Yoik in all its variations on 

YouTube.  

Listen here 



“To catch the reader's 

attention, place an 

interesting sentence or 

quote from the story 

here.” 
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The sami family unit is highly 

revered, the family live and work 

alongside one another. For an indige-

nous language the Sami have a high 

number of words to describe the 

family and family related life. The 

males spend a lot of their time herd-

ing their reindeer, hunting, fishing, 

making boats, making sleds and oth-

er tools. The women spend the ma-

jority of their time cooking, raising 

the children, making clothes, forag-

ing, curing and preserving food. Each 

family unit has its own ‘mark’, very 

alike our ‘coats of arms’. This mark 

is then used to identify the reindeer. 

Women have always been historical-

ly regarded as equal to men.  This 

has meant that Sami women have 

always been independent and strong 

whilst maintain equal if not more 

power over economic, domestic and 

the private areas of life. The women 

who went into reindeer herding were 

usually the bosses over their families 

economies. Many sami women in-

sisted on having their own sperate 

living quarters and everything they 

had they owned.  

There was a period of time where 

the Sami people faced great govern-

ment pressure to abandon tradition 

and assimilate to normal Scandinavi-

an life. Recent generations of Sami 

people have rejected this government 

pressure and there are movements 

among the Sami people to keep their 

cultural identity alive. Young Sami 

people who have experienced mod-

ern urban life have rejected it be-

cause they wanted a more traditional 

life.  

A main source of income was the 

fishing industry for the Sami people. 

In 1900 to 1940 Norway invested a 

lot of money to wipe out the Sami 

culture. This caused the dislocation of 

Sami people during the 1920s. They 

are still coping with the cultural con-

sequences of the laws passed 

against them.  Their situation has 

much improved but there is a long 

road ahead. Three of the sami lan-

guages are now classified extinct, an-

other one is near extinction whilst 

two others are heading that way fast. 

Sami people from the south of North-

ern Norway can talk effortlessly to 

their nearest Sami neighbours in 

Sweden, but cannot communicate 

with Sami people from the far north. 

The dialect boundaries do not follow 

the linguistic borders, however, as 

most of the dialects are spoken in 

multiple countries. The Sami lan-

guage is currently the major lan-

guage in inner Finnmark and is also 

used in small communities in most 

parts of Northern Norway as well as 

in some environments in the North-

ern Norwegian towns.  Norway has a 

protection of land rights concerning 

Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in In-

dependent Countries that was passed 
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Sami Reindeer herder.  

Lavvu - a Sami tent 

(c) 

www.norwegian.com  

Above- Jørn 

Tomter. 

Traditional 

dress. 

www.nordno

rge.com  

 

Right– 

traditional 

female Sami 

herder. 

© http://

jocelynmer-

cado.com 

‘The Sami 

even have 

their own 

Eurovision 

song con-

test. Joik is 

a living 

song so it is 

always 

unique and 

developing’ 
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in 1990. Norway was the first country to 

pass the protection of land rights to Indig-

enous People. In 2005, the controversial 

Finnmark Act of 2005 gave the Sami 

people and the whole population in Finn-

mark rights to land and water. This hap-

pened when 95% of the area in Finn-

marks country was transferred to inhabit-

ants of the country.  Getting the locals to 

respect this has been the hardest part.   

The main problem was that some individ-

uals and also some local governments 

were not accepting to the fact that the 

Sami people were and are guaranteed 

the right to the use of their own language 

and can exercise their own culture with 

arrangements that do not apply to the 

rest of the population under indigenous 

protections. The media was also adding 

to this mess by expressing their negative, 

anti-Sami attitudes. Also, the unresolved 

nature of the Sami land rights created a 

cultural autonomy for the Sami people 

against the Sami. There is a group called 

the Association of Lapp Culture and Tra-

ditions. This association works against 

the Sami population. They want to deny 

the existence of the Sami culture. They 

are not interested in the language and 

culture of the Sami people.  

The eventual preservation of 80% of 

herding lands in 2010 remains a land-

mark accomplishment and sets an exam-

ple for Indigenous communities seeking 

corporate recognition of their established 

rights.  

The Sami have always maintained tradi-

tional reindeer herding as the central as-

pect of their culture. The entire family 

dynamic focuses around the herd. The 

reindeer have free migration of grazing in 

pastures. With the globalization, and cul-

ture changes that have been happening, 

8 years ago, the Sami people started cam-

paigning to achieve protection of these for-

ests to ensure their culture would not have 

to change. After a long 8 years of the gov-

ernment repeatedly denying Sami requests 

for proper protection of their forest, they fi-

nally got 80% preservation of the herding 

lands. This set an example for other indige-

nous groups and shows that the Sami peo-

ple are stepping up and fighting back  to 

save their culture.  

Around 2,600 Sami people in Norway make 

their living from herding reindeer, and the 

majority of the region of Northern Norway is 

actually used for raising reindeer.  

The "kofte", traditional Sami clothing, are 

another unbroken, living tradition, but most-

ly used when dressing up for celebrations or 

parties. In contrast to what "the national 

costume police" may say, there is nothing 

wrong with going your own way, and the 

"kofte" follow fluctuations in fashion. Du-

oddji is the Sami word for “craft”, and many 

traditions of craftsmanship such as tin em-

broidery, pearl embroidery, weaving shoe-

laces, jacket seams, wood carving and knife

-making are assiduously maintained. Sami 

boots filled with blister sedge will keep your 

legs warmer than the latest developments 

in survival equipment, and are used diligent-

ly when the temperature drops below -40.  

Today, a large proportion of the Sami peo-

ple live outside the traditional Sami areas 

and have moved into the towns of Northern 

Norway or to the Oslo area. Even more still 

live in traditional Sami settlement areas, 

but earn their living in the modern service 

sector, industry, travel and the public sector.  

 

Tyler Wilcox. 15  
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Sami Drum Symbology 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

Sami drum symbology does have some generic symbols that were used traditionally, as 

you can see above, however you will not find two drums that are entirely identical. The 

symbols they choose are chosen on a very intuitive level, it will be personal to their life 

story and represent important and sentimental parts of their lives and family history.  

 

Can you make your own symbols up to represent things you love and enjoy?  
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Decorate the drum above using your own Pictographs symbols  
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Valentines Day 

Valentines day is on the 14th of Feb-

ruary every year and its a day to 

spread love with the people you love 

the most. A lot of people who cele-

brate it receive cards from people 

who are attracted to them, it has 

become a day to celebrate the love 

in your life and many couples go all 

out to show the person who their 

heart cares for how they feel and 

spend some quality time together. 

The most common colour on valen-

tine’s day is RED and the most com-

mon shape for cards is a heart <3. 

St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it 

today, contains vestiges of both 

Christian and ancient Roman tradi-

tion. 

It may have become rather com-

mercialised in our lifetime, however 

traditionally Valentines day was 

about so much more.  

The first Valentines Day was in the 

year 496! Whilst many believe that 

Valentines day celebrates St Valen-

tine historically Valentines is 

thought to have been derived from 

the Roman festival of Lupercalia. 

Celebrated on February 15, Luper-

calia was a fertility festival dedicat-

ed to Faunus, the Roman god of ag-

riculture, as well as to the Roman 

founders Romulus and Remus.  

Lupercalia was celebrated to avert 

evil spirits and purify the city, re-

leasing health and encouraging fer-

tility. Lupercalia was also called ‘dies Feb-

ruatus’, after the instruments of purifica-

tion called februa, which give the month 

of February (Februarius) its name.  

To begin the festival, members of the Lu-

perci, an order of Roman priests, would 

gather at a sacred cave where the infants 

Romulus and Remus, the founders of 

Rome, were believed to have been cared 

for by a she-wolf or lupa. The 

name Lupercalia was believed in antiqui-

ty to have some connection with 

the Ancient Greek festival of 

the Arcadian ‘Lykaia’, a wolf festival. An 

animal such as a Goat, for fertility, or a 

dog for protection would be offered up to 

the gods and goddesses. After the animal 

offering, two ‘Luperci’, young boys in the 

priesthood, approached the altar. Their 

foreheads were anointed with the offering 

from the ritual knife, then wiped clean 

with wool soaked in milk, after which they 

were expected to smile and/or laugh. 

During Lupercalia everyone would gather 

in the town to whip each other with strips 

of animal hide as they believed this pro-

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Februarius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regions_of_ancient_Greece#Arcadia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lykaia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milk
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moted fertility for the year ahead. Later in 

the day, according to legend, all the young 

women in the city would place their names 

in a big urn. The city’s bachelors would 

each choose a name and become paired 

for the year with his chosen woman. These 

matches often ended in marriage. William 

Shakespeare's play ‘Julius Caesar’ begins 

during the Lupercalia. Mark Antony is in-

structed by Caesar to strike his 

wife Calpurnia, in the hope that she will be 

able to conceive.  

Lupercalia survived the initial rise 

of Christianity but is commonly believed to 

have been outlawed, as it was deemed too 

“un-Christian”, at the end of the 5th centu-

ry, when Pope Gelasius declared February 

14 St. Valentine’s Day. There is no solid 

evidence to support the popular opinion 

that Gelasius abolished the Lupercalia, or 

that he, or any other prelate, replaced it 

with the ‘Feast of the Purification of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary’. Many scholars claim 

that the ban by the church was recorded in 

history however the church have denied 

this taking place. It was not until much lat-

er, however, that the day became associat-

ed with love. During the Middle Ages, it 

was commonly believed in France and Eng-

land that February 14 was the beginning of 

birds’ mating season.  

There are at least three different saints 

called St.Valentine, all of whom were mar-

tyred, who are recognised by the Catholic 

Church. St. Valentine is known to be a real 

person who died around A.D. 270. Howev-

er, his true identity was questioned as early 

as A.D. 496 by Pope Gelasius I, who re-

ferred to the martyr and his acts as “being 

known only to God.” The most famous and 

commonly distributed St. Valentines story 

is about priest during the third century in 

Rome. Emporer Claudis II decided that single 

men made better soldiers and banned them 

from ever being able to marry. Valentine, who 

realised what a concern this was, continued to 

provide marriages for young lovers in secret. 

Claudis II ordered him to be executed once the 

secret was out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another story, less commonly discussed but 

does also have historical evidence, is about 

another Valentine who risked his life in order 

to help Christians escape the harsh prisons of 

Rome. They were harsh places and eventually 

Valentine ended up behind those bars himself. 

He was supposedly visited by the jailors 

daughter, healed her blindness, and they fell 

in love. The family converted to Christianity 

after the healing. Valentine supposedly wrote 

her letters declaring his love whilst in prison. It 

is alleged that each letter was signed ‘from 

your Valentine’.  

There is also a female St. Valentine, 

(Valentina), she was a virgin who was mar-

tyred in Palestine on July 25th A.D308. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Caesar_(play)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Antony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calpurnia_(wife_of_Caesar)
https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Purification_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Purification_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary
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Eastern Orthodox Church officially cele-

brates St. Valentine twice, once as an 

elder of the church on July 6 and once 

as a martyr on July 30.  

Although the truth is murky, the tales 

behind Valentine all emphasise his ap-

peal to help those around him, spread 

love and being a bit of a romantic at 

heart. There was even a Pope Valen-

tine, though little is known about him 

except that he served a mere 40 days 

around A.D. 827. Valentine has be-

came one of the most popular Saints in 

England and France. Enough confusion 

surrounds the true identity of St. Valen-

tine that the Catholic Church discontin-

ued liturgical veneration of him in 

1969, though his name remains on its 

list of officially recognized saints.  

The flower-adorned skull of St. Valen-

tine is on display in the Basilica of San-

ta Maria in Cosmedin, Rome. In the 

early 1800s, the excavation of a cata-

comb near Rome yielded skeletal re-

mains and other relics now associated 

with St. Valentine. As is customary, 

these bits and pieces of the late saint’s 

body have subsequently been distribut-

ed to reliquaries around the world. 

You’ll find other bits of St. Valentine’s 

skeleton on display in the Czech Re-

public, Ireland, Scotland, England and 

France.  

Valentine greetings were popular as far 

back as the Middle Ages, though writ-

ten Valentine’s didn’t begin to appear 

until after 1400. A poem written in 

1415 by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to 

his wife while he was imprisoned in 

the Tower of Londonfollowing his capture 

at the Battle of Agincourt is the oldest 

known Valentines in existence. (The greet-

ing is now part of the manuscript collec-

tion of the British Library in London, Eng-

land.) Several years later, it is believed 

that King Henry V hired a writer named 

John Lydgate to compose a valentine note 

to Catherine of Valois.  

Valentines Day has become a global cele-

bration heavily focused on by the media 

and corporations.  

Geoffrey Chaucer The medieval English 

poet, often took liberties with history exor-

cising what could be called poetic license 

at best. He often intermingled his living 

heroes into fabricated historical stories he 

stated as truth. He may have even invent-

ed Valentines day! No physical record ex-

ists that predates the poem written by 

Chaucer in 1375. In his work ‘Parliament 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

English poet Geoffrey Chaucer.  
Historical Picture Archive/Corbis/Getty Images  

https://www.history.com/topics/tower-of-london
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/battle-of-agincourt
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/henry-v-england
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of Foules’, he links a tradition of romance be-

tween courting couples with the celebration of 

St Valentines and referred to the 14th February 

as the date the lonely hearted would seek out 

their future partners.    

 

 

By the 1400s, nobles inspired by Chaucer had 

begun writing poems known as “valentines” to 

their love interests. It was only at this point 

that stories began to appear linking Saint Val-

entine to romance. Chaucer was looking for a 

way to celebrate King Richard II’s betrothal to 

Anne of Bohemia found that was the day they 

married was the feast day for Valentine of Gen-

oa. It is believed, considering his reference to 

mating birds in the poem, that he intended for 

it to be one of the later dates in the year cele-

brating St. Valentines however since his peers 

were more familiar with the Feb. 14 Saint Val-

entine’s Day, that was the date that became 

attached to the new holiday of romance.  

In Great Britain, Valentine’s Day started to be-

come more commercialised around the 17th 

century. By the middle of the 18th, it was com-

mon for friends and lovers of all social classes 

to exchange small tokens of affection or hand-

written notes and poetry, and by 1900 printed 

cards began to replace written letters due to 

improvements in printing technology. Ready-

made cards were an easy way for people to 

express their emotions in a time when direct 

expression of one’s feelings was discouraged 

and considered a sign of weakness. The Brit-

ish ‘stiff upper lip’ rippled into all areas of life 

including love. Cheaper postage rates also 

contributed to an increase in the popularity of 

sending Valentine’s Day greetings.  

Americans probably began exchanging hand-

made valentines in the early 1700s. Esther A. 

Howland, began selling the first mass-

produced valentines in America in the 1840s. 

Howland, known as the “Mother of the Valen-

tine,” made elaborate creations with real lace, 

ribbons and colourful pictures known as 

“scrap.”  

Today, according to the Greeting Card Associ-

ation, an estimated 1 billion Valentine’s Day 

cards are sent each year, making Valentine’s 

Day the second largest card-sending holiday 

of the year. (An estimated 2.6 billion cards are 

sent for Christmas.) Women purchase approxi-

mately 85 percent of all valentines cards.  

 

 

William Wilcox, 14 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-II-king-of-England
https://www.history.com/topics/christmas
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The challenge Corner 
To celebrate Valentine’s Day this year, we thought it would be a great idea 

to get creative with craft-making! Using thoughtfulness and a tender 

heart, why don’t you hand-make a card? Whether you have a special 

someone to give it to or not, it’s always nice to show your love towards 

family and friends too. 

So get messy with paint and glitter, or stick with trusty crayons. However 

you choose to creatively celebrate Valentine’s Day, we would love to see 

what you’ve been up to. Let us know by sending in photos to our email 

homeedlookslikethis@gmail.com , our Instagram @home_ed.llt or on the 

Facebook group. Happy crafting! 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

mailto:homeedlookslikethis@gmail.com


M
y 

Co
m

pl
i-m

at
 
P A G E  3 5  I S S U E  7  

N
A

M
E:

 _
_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 



P A G E  3 6  

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

Make a loveheart plaque 

Please ensure you have an adult 

helper and permission. The wax 

gets very hot. 

METHOD: 

Chop up some used/extra/discarded cray-

ons. The more variety of colours the more 

effective the end result.  

 

Using a silicone baking mould, this activity 

uses a heart mould for valentines day. Fit 

as many wax pieces as you can into each 

wax mould.  

 

Put in the oven for 15 mins at approx. 230 

degrees. Keep an eye on them as it will 

vary depending on the oven.  

 

Once they have melted, remove from oven 

and leave to cool. Please do not touch the 

melted wax.  

 

Once they have hardened into the desired 

shape you can stick onto a plaque you 

have made.  

 

In this activity circle plaques had been 

made from stiff card. You can make yours 

any shape you prefer.  

 

Write on your message and give as a gift. 

These also make great ROAK (random act 

of kindness) gifts too. We have made varia-

tions of these for Rare Disease Day too. 

 

Don’t forget to share your creations with 

us! 
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Random acts of kindness day is celebrated on the 17th February each year. It is cele-

brated by individuals, groups and organizations, nationwide, to encourage acts of 

kindness. It is a favourite day for many, as people everywhere are enjoying doing 

these acts of kindness.  

Don’t forget to #homeedlookslikethis in on any acts of kindness you manage to fit 

into the day.  

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/for-educators/training  

There is a fabulous link for home educators (above) where you can download teach-

ing resources and videos to use in your celebrations. Home educators tend to foster 

such feelings of consideration and empathy rather naturally, however, its always nice 

to join is and pay it forwards.  
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The Cackling Kitchen 

BEETING HEART COOKIES 

This vegan recipe uses Beatroot to col-

our the cookies.  This means that this 

recipe is full of heart boosting nutrients 

whilst delighting the taste buds.  

 

METHOD: 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 

Drain beets well and then puree in food 

processor until very smooth. 

Mix together the almond butter, sugar, 

salt, oil and beet puree. Stir in dry ingre-

dients. 

Wrap dough and refrigerate for at least 

30 minutes. 

Roll out to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut into 

various heart shapes. 

Bake 15 to 18 minutes at top of oven. 

Drizzle with a powdered sugar glaze. 

 

 

INGREDIENTS: 

 

2 cups all purpose flour 
 

1 cup oat flour or other whole grain flour 
 

2 teaspoons baking powder 
 

1/4 cup almond butter 
 

1/2 cup sugar 
 

1/4 teaspoon salt 
 

1/4 cup vegetable oil 
 

1 can (15 ounces) diced beets 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

We have attempted to put together a fun and exciting love themed menu with options 

suitable for all ages to enjoy. Some are rather simple and others more involved. 

Please make sure you have your parents permission before preparing food in the 

kitchen.  

www.apronstringsblog.com  
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RAINBOW HEART COOKIES 

If beetroot isn't on your childs radar and yet 

they love getting creative with their cookie 

making then this recipe is the one for you. 

Granted its not as healthy as the Beeting 

Heart cookies, but an odd treat now and 

again can do wonders for the heart.  

 

You can do any design you like it doesn't 

have to be heart shaped.  

 

METHOD 

 

Preheat oven to 270 degrees (uk) 

 

In a large bowl beat the butter until sof-

tened. You can use a hand mixer for this. 

Add the sugar and beat until fluffy.  

 

Add the milk and vanilla and blend, gradual-

ly beat in the flour. 

 

Form the dough into a disc shape, wrap it up 

and chill for an hour.  

 

Roll the chilled dough out on a lightly 

floured clean surface. 

 

Use a lightly floured cookie cutter to cut 

shapes and a smaller cookie cutter to cut 

away a space in the center of the cookies.  

 

Place onto a foil lined baking tray. Add half 

a teaspoon of the crushed candy to the cen-

ter holes. (Baking paper works too). 

 

Bake for around 8 mins, allow to cool for at 

least 15 mins before eating. The melted 

candy gets very hot.   

Makes aprox 3 Dozen 

 

INGREDIENTS: 

 

1 cup butter or margarine 

 

1 cup sugar 

 

2 tablespoons milk  

 

1 Teaspoon Vanilla 

 

2 1/2 cups flour 

 

Crushed/ broken assorted clear coloured 

hard candies/ hard oiled sweets . Can be 

easier to sort them by colour into sepa-

rate bowls or piles till ready for them.  

www.wonderfuldiy.com 

www.musely.com 
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RATATOUILLE  

 

You may be wondering what is so ro-

mantic about a Ratatouille, well not 

only is it a simple one for all ages to 

cook but it heralds from the country of 

love.  

 

Traditionally everything is chopped up, 

but this version is inspired by a dish 

called ‘Confit Byaldi’, which Thomas 

Keller (who served as a food consult-

ant for the movie) adapted for Rata-

touille.  Any shaped baking dish will do.  

 

METHOD 

To start make your tomato sauce. 

Saute some diced onion, diced red bell 

pepper, and garlic in olive oil. Add 

some crushed tomatoes and some 

herbs (thyme works well).  Simmer for 

about 20 minutes.  

If including pasta you can add some 

into the sauce now.  

Slice your Aubergine, courgette and 

about 3 plum tomatoes.  Line up the 

vegetable slices on top of your tomato 

sauce (they will start to gradually sink 

in). The closer together your veg the 

better the end result.  

Brush the top with olive oil and season 

with salt, pepper, and some herbs (I 

used Cornish sea salt and fresh 

thyme).  

Cover the top with parchment. (foil can 

also be used) 

Bake at 200 degrees or until the vege-

tables are tender.  Remove the cover and 

cook for an additional 30 minutes or so 

until the liquids evaporate and the vege-

tables get slightly golden.  

You can also grate some parmesan 

cheese over the top of it whilst it is fresh 

out the oven.  

Serve with a side.  

 

We used heart shaped potatoes that we 

roasted slightly. They were seasoned 

with sea salt and rosemary.  

 

INGREDIENTS 

1 large onion 

Corgette, Aubergine, Plum Tomatoes.  

Chopped tomatoes in sauce 

Thyme/ Rosemary (herbs of your choice)

Olive Oil 

Pasta (you can get heart shaped pasta 

this time of year. The children love find-

ing little hearts throughout their food). 

Optional.  

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

http://squooshed.blogspot.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confit_byaldi
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LOVE BITES 

This year we are serving up our Ratatouille with a heartfelt 

side of Potatoes. We will do both Sweet Potato (for the paleo 

members of the family) and used general potatoes for the 

rest.  

 

Cut each potato into 1- 2 inch slices. Using your heart shaped 

cutter, cut out as many hearts as you can fit out of each slice 

of potato.  

 

Place on to a baking tray, coat with olive oil (coconut oil and 

ghee are also options), and we love sprinkling Cornish Seat 

Salt and Rosemary over the top.  

 

Cook on the same setting you use for home made chips. They 

take about 15—20 mins to cook depending on size and thick-

ness. We have in the past done larger ones too so they were 

full sized roasties.  

Wonderhowto.com 

INGREDIENTS 

Potatoes of choice 

Heart shaped cutter (various 

sizes) 

LOVE BUGS 

These simple yet beautiful love bugs are 

as tasty as they seem.  

We used a recipe from  

kidfriendlythingstodo.com  

 

Rinse and dry your strawberries. Cut the 

leaves off. Now cut a v into the end you 

just chopped.  

Melt your chocolate. Once melted the choco-

late tends to set fast so best to complete 

each one completely before moving on.  

Dip tip into the chocolate. Before chocolate 

dries add the marshmallows for the eyes. You 

can use your toothpick to add on any details.  

Repeat for each strawberry and allow to set.  

INGREDIENTS 

Punnet of fresh strawberries (aprx 

16oz) 

Chocolate melts 

Dehydrated mini marshmallows 

Wax paper.  
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BoardGame Review 
MONOPOLY 

Monopoly is a board game made by Hasbro for those aged 8+. The game was introduced to the 

public in the 20th century and was originally called as ‘The Landlords Game’. It was designed by 

an American, Elizabeth Magie, and first patented in 1904 but existed as early as 1902. Magie 

was an admirer of Henry George and originally intended The Landlord's Game to provide a physi-

cal demonstration of the economic consequences of Ricardo's Law of Economic rent, 

the Georgist concepts of economic privilege and land value taxation. A series of the game was 

developed upon between 1906 and the 1930s. It was a lot of trial and error. By 1933, it was 

deemed perfected and was a very similar format to the game we play today. The Parker broth-

ers who had worked closely with Magie and Charles Darrow sold the game through their compa-

nies well into the 21st century. Many people over the decades have contributed to the games 

design and evolution. Unfortunately it became popular belief that Charles Darrow had created 

the game by himself, until 2007 it was still printed into the instruction booklets doing Elizabeth 

Magie much injustice. A guide to family games published for Reader's Digest in 2003 only gave 

credit to Darrow and Elizabeth Magie, stating that Magie's original game was created in the 19th 

century, and not acknowledging any of the game's development between Magie's creation and 

the eventual publication by Parker Brothers. The Parker brothers and its then parent company 

General Mills were sued by Professor Ralph Anspach in the 1970s, he too had created a game 

based on monopolies and trust busting. Research throughout the Anspach case rediscovered 

much of the early history of the game and was entered into official United States court records. 

The legal status of Parker Brothers' copyright and trademarks on the game was not settled until 

1985. The game remains copyrighted to the Parker brothers. 

To play the game you each pick a character piece start with 1,500 in monopoly money so you 

can buy properties, when a player lands on your property or if you land on someone’s property 

you have to pay rent to stay there, rent can be anything from 24,00 to 1,000 it depends on how 

many hotels/homes they have. Each one of these homes/hotels 

you add to your property adds value for rent so if it was 24.00 

with no hotels/homes when it has one the price could go up to 

40,00. There are many different properties to buy but the one 

that gives you the most profit is called Mayfair (blue property). 
It’s a game that requires analytical and logical thinking whilst be-

ing simple enough that anyone can play. It is also a fun way to 

teach money management skills. There are many different varia-

tions of monopoly on the market today. I am currently enjoying 

Monopoly Cheaters but quite fancy playing the Fortnite version 

too. This game is a very good game and it brings lots of fun to the 

family so I do suggest it to people who haven’t got it yet. It’s a game you will always return to 

repeatedly and is one loved by all ages, it remained one of my great nans favourite games.  

William Wilcox, 14 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Magie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_George
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_rent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_rent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_value_tax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reader%27s_Digest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parker_Brothers
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Skyla and Rosie Turton re-

ceived their Crest Award for 

completing 8 hours of sci-

ence sessions with Skills 

Supply. Well Done! 

 

Birthday Shout Outs  

JAMES REEVE 

20th Feb  

Happy Birthday James 

Love Mum  

and family 

xxx 

Narissa Cole will be 5 on 

the 9th February, Happy 

Birthday from everyone 

here at the team and well 

done on your 1st Certifi-

cate from ‘teach your 

Monster to read’  

A huge well done to Nick 

Cole who achieved 100% 

in his last English TMA, 

he worked very hard and 

didn't let his dyslexia 

hold him back. We can 

see why his mum is so 

proud. Well Done Nick!!! 

Willow, has recently 

joined our Teen Re-

porter Team, not only 

was her first article 

amazing but she also 

has her first Cheer 

competition in Man-

chester on the 9th 

with her new team; 

Airborne All Stars. We 

know she will smash 

it! 
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The missing princess 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

Your creative 

writing  

submissions 

Lightening snaps, wind thrusts, the sun has set and the sky is stirring. Slower movements are 

taken by him now, his steps echoing through the stone kingdom. 

One million different thoughts are racing through his brain in this very moment, and you can 

see it in his striking squinted eyes. A plan formulating in his head, and all of the different out-

comes are playing through his mind like a movie projection, people often interrupting with 

loud whispers and causing his built up fury to finally boil inside of him. 

In a body not his own, in a place where he trespasses, surrounded by walls built of hatred and 

people of toxic fear, he embraces the uncomfortableness settled in his presence with an iniqui-

tous grin on his face. Nobody can recognise him, and yet they all know he is there. It brings joy 

to his sinning soul, the only unentertaining thing is that no person throughout the realm has 

the courage to say it out loud. He was back, and he was thirsty for the ever-reigning sovereign-

ty of revenge. 

A damp, earthy smell travels around every corner of the domain as the rain continues to thrash 

down. He comes to a stop and tenderly peers up at the stone fortress, an observant glint in his 

eye and a knowing grin spread across his pale face. He continues up the soaked staircase, his 

heavy cloak dragging along the stone as he makes his way to the giant castle entrance. 

*Thud* 

*Thud* 

*Thud* 

Ready to feed lies into each and every being that speaks to him next, he waits with his head 

bowed down in front of the huge, heavy and expensive wooden door. Out of all the scenarios 

that played through his brain on repeat, the scene unfolding before him was definitely not one 

that would cross his mind. The dense entrance slowly aches open, and his eyes drift down to 

see a young girl stood in the doorway. A stern, confused look coats her face as she speaks in a 

bold, confident voice, “Who are you?” 

Internally panicking, but showing now visible sign of anxiety on his body, he continues to stare 

down at the young girl unblinkingly. “Little girl,” he finally speaks in a slow, sinister voice, 

“Have you been permitted to open this door by yourself?” 

The child keeps half of her body hidden behind the door as she bites her delicate lip and starts 

to fiddle with her round little fingers. “Sometimes my daddy tells me not to…” 

“And will your daddy be happy if I tell him you disobeyed his orders and spoke to me?” his 
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gruff voice asks.  

“No! Please don’t tell my daddy!” 

“Well, my darling, I’ll let you in on a secret,” he croaks as he crouches down to look the 

girl in her big brown eyes, “I’m your daddy’s cook for the evening, he’s having a big 

banquet you see.” 

“He is and I’m not allowed to play when everyone’s here,” the young girl explains, a 

slight sad expression on her face. 

“Don’t look so upset now darling, because I’m going to make a deal with you. You let 

me through here and I will not speak to your daddy of you going against his orders. I 

will also see if you will be granted to play whilst everyone is eating.” 

The child explains, “But I’m really not allowed to let people in through the big door, 

and I’ve already been naughty. So if you are my daddy’s cook, you can go to the back 

door over there see,” and she steps out from behind the heavy entrance to point the 

now standing man in the right direction. “They’ll let you in there.” 

Quickly realising that the girl is not going to let him past and a woman is slowly ap-

proaching from behind her, he changes his plans in an instant and dives for the young 

girl, swiftly scooping her up into his strong arms.  

Now racing back down the stone stairs with one arm gripping the girl’s waist and the 

other muffling her voice, he smiles at his last-minute change of plans and silently prais-

es himself for quick-thinking. The sky is booming with every step he takes further from 

the castle, lightening breaking the sky to pieces and rapid water droplets drowning the 

child’s radiating warmth. Her silky pink dress is now useless, soaked right through and 

soaring everywhere in the storm. The delicate fabric is torn from side to side as she 

strains to keep fighting, her plump little arms being no match for the solid ones that 

lock her in place against his hip. 

He swings the girl onto the back of a royal horse and jumps on himself as he reaches 

for the reins. “Hey!” the girl screams, “I’m the Princess, you cannot steal me!” 

Looking back over his shoulder, he smugly replies, “I know darling,” and rides into the 

midnight of the woods, his black cloak windborne as he charges with the unconscious 

princess… 

 

For Gangan 

Written by Freya Turton, 13 
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H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

February might be the month of love, but you know what else it is? The month of 

books! Well, not officially- but it is certainly a month when I can share plenty of 

books about love…and other topics, if you do insist.  

FOR ALL AGES  

The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me by 

Roald Dahl 

Synopsis: A small boy with a desire to 

own a candy shop meets 

a window washing team 

of a giraffe, a pelican, and 

a monkey and together 

they go to work for the 

wealthy Duke of Hamp-

shire, who makes all their 

dreams come true.  

From the author of Charlie and the 

Chocolate factory, this story is about 

love in all its best forms: friendship, 

passion and food!  

It’s the type of book that’s such a per-

sonal, comforting read- it makes you 

feel  like you can achieve anything! But 

it’s also something that you can pull 

out when you’re feeling a bit down or 

when you need to impress someone 

with a unique, short tale about a young 

boy and a bunch of animals!  

 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 

Synopsis: It was a dark and stormy night; 

Meg Murry, her small 

brother Charles Wallace, 

and her mother had 

come down to the kitch-

en for a midnight snack 

when they were upset 

by the arrival of a most 

disturbing stranger.  

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly 

stranger told them. "I just got caught in a 

downdraft and blown off course. Let me 

be on my way. Speaking of way, by the 

way, there is such a thing as a tesseract".  

Meg's father had been experimenting 

with this fifth dimension of time travel 

when he mysteriously disappeared. Now 

the time has come for Meg, her friend 

Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue 

him. But can they outwit the forces of evil 

they will encounter on their heart-

stopping journey through space?  

The move adaptation was cute enough, 

but this book is far superior in every way 
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shape and form. A Wrinkle in Time is marvel-

lous mélange of everything great about fantasy 

and adventure stories. It also featuring some of 

the most curious creatures!  

Whilst the book does talk about family love, 

this book also explores love as a power, a magi-

cal force that can defeat anything!  

YOUNG ADULT:  

The Gilded Wolves by Roshani Chokshi 

Synopsis: Paris, 1889: The world is on the cusp 

of industry and power, and the 

Exposition Universelle has 

breathed new life into the 

streets and dredged up ancient 

secrets. In this city, no one 

keeps tabs on secrets better 

than treasure-hunter and 

wealthy hotelier, Séverin Mon-

tagnet-Alarie. But when the all-powerful society, 

the Order of Babel, seeks him out for help, Sé-

verin is offered a treasure that he never imag-

ined: his true inheritance. To find the ancient 

artifact the Order seeks, Séverin will need help 

from a band of experts: An engineer with a debt 

to pay. A historian who can't yet go home. A 

dancer with a sinister past. And a brother in all 

but blood, who might care too much. Together, 

they'll have to use their wits and knowledge to 

hunt the artifact through the dark and glittering 

heart of Paris. What they find might change the 

world, but only if they can stay alive.  

The content of this book is just as beautiful as 

the cover. This masterpiece of a book was re-

leased this January 2019 and it took the world 

by storm- just look at the reviews! It’s no sur-

prise, really: a fantastic adventure, a brilliant 

cast of characters and a gripping mystery that 

will keep any reader begging for more. Alt-

hough TGW does not centre around romance, it 

takes place in 1980s Paris- very romantic! And 

if that’s not the type of Romance you’re looking 

for- I can guarantee that the team Séverin puts 

together will steal your heart (and possibly 

your wallet, too. They are very skilled thieves 

after all!  

To all the boys I’ve loved before by Jenny Han 

 Synopsis: To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before is 

the story of Lara Jean, who 

has never openly admitted 

her crushes, but instead 

wrote each boy a letter about 

how she felt, sealed it, and 

hid it in a box under her bed. 

But one day Lara Jean dis-

covers that somehow her se-

cret box of letters has been mailed, causing 

all her crushes from her past to confront her 

about the letters: her first kiss, the boy from 

summer camp, even her sister's ex-boyfriend, 

Josh. As she learns to deal with her past loves 

face to face, Lara Jean discovers that some-

thing good may come out of these letters af-

ter all.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, may I introduce you to 

the queen of romance: Jenny Han. It’s a truth 

universally known to all that any relationship 

that this woman writes will have you running 

around the room squealing with joy.  

To All The Boys is part of the more “fluffy” ro-

mantic genre which can sometimes be very 

difficult to write, but Jenny Han succeeds in 

creating this unique, sweet, exciting atmos-

phere that is simultaneously mature and seri-

ous.  

There’s a large plot point surrounding roman-

tic love, but that’s not all there is to this book. 

Jenny Han also explores the relationship be-

tween Lara and her family- especially her sis-

ter whom she is very close with. There’s also 

this love for her Korean heritage which is an 

important part of Lara Jean’s life. So much 

love to go around!  

Jenna Al-Adnani, 16 
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Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, also com-

monly known as OCD, is a mental illness 

and a type of anxiety disorder that over one 

in every 50 people will experience. That’s 

2% of the population. Symptoms of OCD 

can begin at almost any age, in both males 

and females of any race, affecting everyone 

equally. From the 15th of February to the 

19th, we will have an awareness week; rec-

ognising the disorder, learning all about it 

and showing our understanding. 

Symptoms: 

Contrary to popular belief, there are actually 

several different types of Obsessive Compul-

sive Disorder. Many people often use OCD in 

a humorous way when joking about a per-

son who likes to keep things neat or in or-

der, however, the two most common types 

are known as obsessions and compulsions. 

An obsession is an unwanted thought, im-

age, urge, worry or doubt that will be con-

stant in one’s mind. A compulsion is then a 

result of that obsession, being something 

that a person with OCD will do to reduce the 

negative affect of an obsession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other types (which I won’t go into detail to-

day) are ones such as checking, contamina-

tion, mental contamination, hoarding and 

ruminations. These are the six main cat-

egories that professionals in OCD will 

use, although there are of course so 

many more diagnostics yet to be discov-

ered. Everyone’s experience with obses-

sive compulsive disorder will be differ-

ent, as with any other mental illness, 

and so we cannot always specifically 

diagnose a person with exactly the 

same type of OCD as another person. 

“The science on mental health is always 

changing” — NorthPoint Recovery. 

 

So what signs should we look out for in 

OCD? The National Institute of Mental 

Health explain some of the symptoms: 

• Fear of germs or contamination. 

• Unwanted thoughts involving for-

bidden or taboo matters within a 

culture. 

• Aggressive thoughts towards oth-

ers or self. 

• Having things symmetrical or in a 

perfect order. 

• Excessive cleaning and/or hand-

washing. 

• Ordering and arranging things in a 

particular, precise way. 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

OCD Awareness Week 
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• Repeatedly checking on things, such as 

repeatedly checking to see if the door is 

locked or that the oven is off. 

• Compulsive counting. 

• Can’t control his or her thoughts or behav-

iours, even when those thoughts or behav-

iours are recognised as excessive. 

• Spends at least 1 hour a day on these 

thoughts or behaviours. 

• Doesn’t get pleasure when performing the 

behaviours or rituals, but may feel brief 

relief from the anxiety the thoughts cause. 

• Experiences significant problems in their 

daily life due to these thoughts or behav-

iours. 

 What’s happening? 

 

 

 

 

 

Now 

we 

know what a person suffering from OCD might 

do, but what is really happening to the brain to 

make it think this way? To put it short, we do 

not know. Science is still working its way to fig-

uring this one out. But as explained by North-

Point Recovery, we do know of some of the 

common risk factors that cause the different 

types if OCD: 

“Genetics – People with first-degree relatives 

like parents, siblings, or children that develop 

OCD as a child or teen are at a significantly 

higher risk of developing types of OCD. 

Brain Structure – Scientists have begun narrow-

ing down differences in the frontal cortex be-

tween OCD and non-OCD test subjects that 

might point to specific areas of the brain 

that are affected. 

Environment – Experiencing [traumatic 

events, or suffering from a young age] has 

also been shown to be a risk factor when it 

comes to developing obsessive compulsive 

disorder. Various types of OCD may also 

develop in children following a streptococ-

cal infection.” 

Follow this link to read their full article on 

OCD: https://

www.northpointrecovery.com/blog/types-

ocd-get-breakdown/ 

What can help? 

Obsessive compulsive disorder can be 

treated. In some cases, when the type is 

very severe, there will always be some trac-

es of OCD left. However, with psychological 

therapy and/or medication, most of the 

time OCD is either cured or symptoms are 

decreased.  

OCD is quite a complex mental health con-

dition and it does affect lots of individuals 

across the globe. But with the right help 

these individuals will be on their way to im-

proved management! There’s no one size 

fits all so a support network is crucial to 

ease feelings of isolation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freya Turton, 13 

https://www.northpointrecovery.com/blog/types-ocd-get-breakdown/
https://www.northpointrecovery.com/blog/types-ocd-get-breakdown/
https://www.northpointrecovery.com/blog/types-ocd-get-breakdown/
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LGBTQ+ History Week 

February is the LGBTQ+ History 

Month and it starts on the 1st.  

 

“The Proud Trust is absolutely 

thrilled to bring you the LGBT His-

tory Month Resource and Educa-

tion Pack for February 2019, in 

conjunction with Schools OUT UK. 

The theme this year is of such 

great importance, exploring 

LGBT+ activism in the year mark-

ing 50 years since the Stonewall 

Riots, a pivotal moment in LGBT+ 

rights and history. It is crucial that 

the struggles and fights of others, 

to give us the lives we have today, 

are recognised. It is also so im-

portant that we understand the 

fights that are still continuing to 

happen, and still need to happen, 

to give folk liberation and peace.” 

 

The Proud Trust, as mentioned 

above have put together a Free Ed-

ucational PDF that can be down-

loaded from their website. This four 

session pack will help you bring 

LGBT+ awareness into your home 

education setting effortlessly, and 

could be delivered as part of PSHE 

or even history if you follow a struc-

tured curriculum. 

“The theme this year is of 

such great importance, ex-

ploring LGBT+ activism in the 

year marking 50 years since 

the Stonewall Riots, a pivotal 

moment in LGBT+ rights and 

history. It is crucial that the 

struggles and fights of others, 

to give us the lives we have 

today, are recognised. It is al-

so so important that we un-

derstand the fights that are 

still continuing to happen, and 

still need to happen, to give 

folk liberation and peace.” 

 

At the ‘home ed looks like this’ club-

house we have already downloaded and 

started to work through the educational 

pack together, We think it rocks! They 

make a difficult topic easy to explain 

and fun to learn.  

 

LGBT+ HISTORY 

LGBT History Month UK was set up by 

Schools OUT UK, when the abolition of 

Section 28, a law that prevented 

schools talking to students about 

LGBT+ people and identities finally hap-

pened. Now in its fifteenth year, LGBT 

History Month gives us the whole month 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

“Peace, Reconciliation and Activism”  

http://www.schools-out.org.uk/
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of February to educate, explore and celebrate 

the rich history of LGBT+ people, events and 

activism!  

Never Going Underground was a movement 

protesting against the Section 28 law which 

made it illegal to talk about LGBT+ topics in 

schools in the UK. This law was abolished in 

Scotland in 2000, and in England and Wales in 

2003.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRIDE FLAG 

The Pride Flag was created by artist Gilbert 

Baker in 1978 at the request of Harvey Milk. 

He created it as a positive symbol of solidarity 

and unity for LGBT+ people. The colours on the 

flag represent the diversity that exists within 

the LGBT+ community.  He had no idea at the 

time that it would become such a powerful 

symbol of love, hope and community spirt.  

 

‘When it went up and the wind finally took it 

out of my hands, it blew my mind. I saw im-

mediately how everyone around me owned 

the flag. I thought ‘It’s better than I ever 

dreamed.’  Gilbert Baker 

 

ACTIVISM 

The LGBT+ community has been very vocal and 

active for decades, and not just about issues 

that affect their community either, they regu-

larly speak out and stand up for what is 

right.  

Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners 

(LGSM) was a group of people that formed 

to show their support to the striking British 

miners. The miners were on strike, due to 

widespread pit closures. It was a very diffi-

cult time for the miners and their families 

were struggling to survive. LGSM raised 

money to support them. In turn, miners’ 

groups supported LGBT+ people and even 

lead the London Pride in 1985. There is a 

2014 film called ‘Pride’ which is based on 

this true story.  

 

UK Black Pride is a celebration and also a 

protest. It is an event that was set up in 

recognition that BAME people (Black, Asian 

and other Minorities) are often missing from 

conversations around LGBT+ people. They 

have additional struggles and therefore need 

additional support.  

 

The Stonewall Monument was created 

around the area of the Stonewall Inn in New 

York, this was the place where the Stonewall 

Riots had broken out many years before. It is 

the first national monument in the USA dedi-

cated to LGBT+ rights and history, recognis-

ing the pivotal importance of this event. 

Obama said “I believe our national parks 

should reflect the full story of our country – 

the richness and diversity and uniquely 

American spirit that has always defined us, 

that we are stronger together.’ 

Police raided the stonewall inn as they knew 

that LGBT people were inside. LGBT+ People 

were getting arrested because at the time, 

being gay was illegal, as was wearing 

clothes that the law and society at that time 

considered inappropriate for your gender. 

This kind of thing had happened before, but 
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this time the LGBT+ community 

fought back. This is a key event in the 

LGBT+ equality movement, inspiring 

what we now see as “Pride” events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stonewall soon became a symbol of 

resistance to social and political dis-

crimination that would inspire solidar-

ity among homosexual groups for dec-

ades. Although the riots caused by the 

raid on Stonewall Inn did not begin 

the gay rights movement as such, the 

riots did serve as a catalyst to bring 

about a new generation of political 

activism.  The riots started on June 

28th 1969. very few establishments 

opened their doors to lgbt+ during the 

60s and before. Stonewall was actual-

ly owned by the mafia and became 

such a pivotal part of the lgbt+ com-

munity. Police raids on gay bars were 

rather routine in the 1960s, but offic-

ers quickly lost control of the situation 

at the Stonewall on this occasion. 

Tensions between New York City po-

lice and gay residents of Greenwich 

Village continued to increase and 

erupted into more protests the next 

evening, and again several nights lat-

er. Within weeks, Village residents 

quickly organized into activist groups 

to concentrate efforts on establishing 

places for gays and lesbians to be 

open about their sexual orienta-

tion without fear of being arrested.  

 

Street Transgender Action Revolutionar-

ies (STAR) was set up after the Stone-

wall Riots. It was a group that supported 

homeless trans young people in New 

York, and was considered ground break-

ing in the LGBT+ movement, a first of its 

time and a step in the right direction for 

Trans rights.  

 

Mermaids is a charity that was set up to 

support the parents, carers and families 

of trans children and young people. The 

organisation runs a help line, support 

groups, and organises events including 

proms and camping trips. The organisa-

tion also provides peer support for peo-

ple who might be experiencing tran-

sphobia.  

 

To learn more about LGBT+ or to down-

load the educational pack, head to-  

https://lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/ 

http://www.schools-out.org.uk/ 

H O M E  E D  L O O K S  L I K E  T H I S   

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City_Police_Department
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City_Police_Department
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_orientation
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_orientation
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Rare Disease Day takes place on the 

last day of February each year. The main 

objective of Rare Disease Day is to raise 

awareness amongst the general public 

and decision-makers about rare diseas-

es and their impact on patients' lives.  

Building awareness of rare diseases is 

so important because 1 in 20 people will 

live with a rare disease at some point in 

their life. Despite this, there is no cure 

for the majority of rare diseases and 

many go undiagnosed. Rare Disease 

Day improves knowledge amongst the 

general public of rare diseases while en-

couraging researchers and decision 

makers to address the needs of those 

living with rare diseases.  

Since Rare Disease Day was first 

launched by EURORDIS and its Council 

of National Alliances in 2008, thousands 

of events have taken place throughout 

the world reaching hundreds of thou-

sands of people and resulting in a great 

deal of media coverage.  

The campaign started as a European 

event and has progressively become a 

world phenomenon, with the USA joining 

in 2009 and participation in over 90 

countries all over the world in 

both 2017 and 2018. Hundreds of cities 

continue to take part in Rare Disease 

Day and we hope even more will join in 

2019.  

The first Rare Disease Day was celebrated 

in 2008 on 29 February, a ‘rare’ date that 

happens only once every four years. Ever 

since then, Rare Disease Day has taken 

place on the last day of February, a month 

known for having a ‘rare’ number of days.  

A disease or disorder is defined as rare in 

Europe when it affects fewer than 1 in 

2000. 

A disease or disorder is defined as rare in 

the USA when it affects fewer than 

200,000 Americans at any given time. 

One rare disease may affect only a hand-

ful of patients in the EU (European Union), 

and another may touch as many as 

245,000. In the EU, as many as 30 million 

people may be affected by one of 

over 6000 existing rare diseases. 

• 80% of rare diseases have identified 

genetic origins whilst others are the 

result of infections (bacterial or viral), 

allergies and environmental causes, or 

are degenerative and proliferative. 

• 50% of rare diseases affect children. 

• Over 6000 rare diseases are character-

ised by a broad diversity of disorders 

and symptoms that vary not only from 

disease to disease but also from pa-

tient to patient suffering from the 

http://www.eurordis.org/
http://www.rarediseaseday.org/national-alliances
http://www.rarediseaseday.org/national-alliances
http://www.rarediseaseday.org/country/us/united-states
https://www.rarediseaseday.org/article/rare-disease-day-2017
https://www.rarediseaseday.org/article/rare-disease-day-2018
http://www.orpha.net/consor/cgi-bin/index.php
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same disease. 

 

Relatively common symptoms can hide under-

lying rare diseases leading to misdiagnosis 

and delaying treatment. Quintessentially disa-

bling, the patients quality of life is affected by 

the lack or loss of autonomy due to the chron-

ic, progressive, degenerative, and frequently 

life-threatening aspects of the disease. 

The fact that there are often no existing effec-

tive cures adds to the high level of pain and 

suffering endured by patients and their fami-

lies. 

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED 

Watch the #ShowYourRare 2019 video to get 

inspired to paint your face and Show Your Ra-

re during the month of February for Rare Dis-

ease Day 2019. 

It’s simple to take part! 

• Paint your face using brightly coloured 

face paints 

• Pose for a selfie or group photo 

• Post the picture on social media using 

the 

hashtags #ShowYourRare and #RareDis

easeDay 

• Share your #ShowYourRare selfie any-

time throughout the month of February, 

in the lead up to or on Rare Disease Day. 

 

Find out more information at 

https://www.rarediseaseday.org/page/news/

video-out-now-showyourrare-for-rare-disease-

day 

Don’t want to paint your face? you can also 

use the #ShowYourRare hashtag board and 

add the #ShowYourRare frame to 

your Facebook or Twitter profile picture. 

Follow the #ShowYourRare campaign 

on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Don’t forget to #homeedlookslikethis too! 

Our Proof Reader 

Our proof reader Elizabeth Anne, suffers from 

a variety of rare autoimmune conditions that 

leave her bedbound at times and living in 

chronic daily pain. She home educates her 4 

children.  

Elizabeth has Addisons Disease, Behcets Dis-

ease, Mast Cell Disease, POTs, Fibro and Eh-

lers Danos Syndrome.  

Tyler, one of our teen reporters also suffers 

from Ehlers Danos Syndrome a connective 

tissue disorder that means she dislocates 

joints on a regular basis and struggles with 

strenuous activities.  

Look out for a photo of us joining in with rare 

disease day on our Instagram and FB group. 

We shall paint ourselves up in honour of the 

warriors that battle each and every day. 

#westandwithyou #rarediseaseday  

https://www.rarediseaseday.org/videos
https://www.rarediseaseday.org/article/show-your-rare
http://img3.rarediseaseday.org.s3.amazonaws.com/2019/hashtag-board-2019.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/profilepicframes/?selected_overlay_id=2585466194826974
https://twibbon.com/support/rare-disease-day-2019-3
https://www.facebook.com/search/photos/?q=%23ShowYourRare&epa=SERP_TAB
https://twitter.com/search?f=images&vertical=default&q=%23ShowYourRare&src=typd
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/showyourrare/


 

E-mail: homeedlookslikethis.com 

 

Insta:   home_ed.llt 

 

FB: home ed looks like this– home 

education newsletter 

 

The home ed newsletter is written by home 

educated teenagers.  

 

Our teen reporter team is constantly growing 

and we are always grateful for every submis-

sion we receive.  

Home Ed Looks Like This 

Home Ed Looks Like This 

Hayley Gale sent us in a snail making the 

most of a snow day too  

Star ‘Nature in Action’ Pictures  

Alicia Mellor sent us this beautiful snow 

scene that we could resist sharing! 


