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Lazy day 

Lazy day is on the 10th August every 

year. Its a day where you can just sit 

around doing nothing and being lazy 

(its a dream come true).  

How to celebrate: 

• Laze around, do nothing, procras-

tinate. 

• Refuse to do any chores (there is 

always another day) 

• Order food instead of cooking 

and sit on the couch watching 

back to back episodes of ‘Lazy 

Town’ Stay in bed all day long 

and don't answer any calls or 

emails  

• Watch the 1929 comedy film ‘lazy 

day’ 

1st National Mountain Climbing 

Day 

2nd National Ice Cream Sandwich 

day 

3rd Campfire Day 

4th Friendship Day/ International 

Forgiveness day/ Sisters day/ 

U.S Coastguard day 

7th Chinese Valentines day/ Nation-

al Lighthouse day 

9th Book Lovers day 

10th National S’mores day/ Lazy day 

12th Eid-UL-Adha 

13th Left Hand day 

15th Relaxation day 

16th Tell a Joke day 

17th National Honey Bee awareness 

day/ National thrift shop day 

18th Bad Poetry day/ World Daffodil 

day 

19th Aviation day/ National potato 

day 

20th National Radio day/ World Mos-

quito day 

22nd National Tooth Fairy day 

24th Vesuvius day 

26th National Dog day/ Women’s 

Equality day 

27th Global Forgiveness day/ Just 

because day 

30th Frankenstein day/ Toasted 

Marshmallow day 

31st National Eat Outside day 

Key Dates this month: 

Late Agust– Manchester PRIDE 

Family Fun Month 

National Eye Exam Month 

Water Quality Month  

National Picnic Month 
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Water Quality Month 
Did you know, that annually every 

August, it is water quality month? 

This is a time to raise awareness and 

discuss the always changing quality 

of water people across the globe 

have access to. And unfortunately, 

not many people at all know of this 

set celebration. It’s quite the shame, 

because the quality of our drinking 

water is absolutely vital to us hu-

mans! 

First celebrated in 2014, Water Qual-

ity Month was considered a national 

celebration by the United Nations 

due to the realisation of the many 

threats that could change our water 

supply for the worse. Water to Thrive 

describes what this date means and 

why it is important: “This time is cre-

ated to remind us to appreciate and 

protect our water resources. Water is 

the basis of all life and important to 

sanitation, human rights, urbaniza-

tion, sustainability, economic growth, 

etc. Water pollution is a major prob-

lem in today’s world, and declaring 

next month Water Quality Month is 

our nation’s effort to reduce pollu-

tion and raise awareness.” 

Quick Facts: 

•   According to the EPA, 40% of the 

nation’s waterways are suffering 

from water quality problems 

•   Every second, the urban popula-

tion grows by 2 people. 

•   In Africa and Asia, the urban pop-

ulation is expected to double be-

tween 2000 and 2030. 

•   The poor pay more. A slum dwell-

er in Nairobi –Kenya- pays 5 to 7 

times more for a litre of water than 

an average North American citizen. 

•   828 million people live in slum 

conditions, lacking basic services 

such as drinking water and sanita-

tion. This number is increasing by 6 

million each year to hit a total of 889 

million by 2020. 

•   62% of the sub-Saharan Africa 

urban population and 43% of the ur-

ban population of south-central Asia 

lives in slums. 

•   One of four urban dwellers does 

not have access to improved sanita-
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tion facilities. 

•   27% of the urban dwellers in the 

developing world does not have ac-

cess to piped water at home. 

*Source- http://www.un.org/

waterforlifedecade/water_cities.shtml 

What could happen if we don’t have 

clean water? 

Safe, clean water is 

essential to all living 

things on the earth. 

Do you remember 

why earth is the on-

ly planet in our solar 

system known to be 

cable of providing 

life? That’s right, it’s 

because our home 

is the only planet to source water. 

Without it, nothing would’ve been 

able to grow, multiply, evolve and 

eventually come to being the living 

creatures we see around us today; 

including our own species humans!  

If we continue to pollute our oceans, 

lakes and rivers (which means dis-

turbing it with anything of our own 

that shouldn’t be there), we continue 

to threaten the very capability of our 

existence. But don’t worry! That 

doesn’t mean to suggest that the hu-

man race is going to go extinct, it 

means that if the rates of pollution 

get exceedingly high in hundreds of 

years to come, we could—and that’s 

a very big could—be facing the hu-

man endangerment.  

The Audobon Society talks about the 

effect drainage systems have in the 

U.S. , “Each individual household 

may not produce enough pollution to 

force a beach closing or cause a fish 

kill, but the combined output of all 

the homes in a community can be 

severe. And, consider that about half 

of the U.S. population live within 50 

miles of a coastline where runoff 

flows quickly to the ocean.  

This is why watershed protection—

attention not only to the body of wa-

ter but the area that drains into it—is 

important.” 

 

Our bodies are made up of primarily 

water. Infants are 70% water, adult 

males are 60% water and the aver-

age adult female is 55% water. This 

liquid is key to all body functions, in-

cluding: the heart, circulation, diges-

tion, bones & joints, muscles, metab-

olism, assimilation, elimination, 

glands, nerves and energy. 

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/water_cities.shtml
http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/water_cities.shtml
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If this water we need to consume is 

full of harmful bacteria, it can cause 

some serious diseases leading to our 

body not functioning properly and 

eventually becoming fatal. 

A lot of people need our help 

According to water.org, “844 million 

people – 1 in 9 – lack access to safe 

water and 2.3 billion people – 1 in 3 

– lack access to a toilet.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A child collecting unsanitary water 

 

There are tons and tons of people, 

children as well as adults, who do 

not have the safe water they need 

for drinking and cleansing them-

selves. One of the most common re-

sults of this is diarrhoea.  

“Diarrhoea is a disease with which 

we are all probably very familiar. 

Granted, it is unpleasant here in the 

United States too, but it does not 

cause serious sickness, and is often 

not even treated by a physician. In 

most cases, it goes away within a 

day and we can move on with our 

lives. But, for impoverished coun-

tries, it poses a serious risk. It is 

caused by microorganisms that are 

present in unclean water, and caus-

es the person to lose water and elec-

trolytes from their system, which can 

lead to further problems such as 

malnutrition. About 1.6 million chil-

dren under the age of 5 die each 

year just from diarrhoea, which is 

completely preventable with proper 

sanitation.” 

 — Source  https://sites.psu.edu/

mehealth/2015/02/20/what-

happens-when-you-dont-have-clean-

water/  

 

There has been people looking for 

ways to stop this unnecessary lack of 

basic needs, and there have been 

https://sites.psu.edu/mehealth/2015/02/20/what-happens-when-you-dont-have-clean-water/
https://sites.psu.edu/mehealth/2015/02/20/what-happens-when-you-dont-have-clean-water/
https://sites.psu.edu/mehealth/2015/02/20/what-happens-when-you-dont-have-clean-water/
https://sites.psu.edu/mehealth/2015/02/20/what-happens-when-you-dont-have-clean-water/
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multiple solutions. But as Sophie 

Westover, Global Envision, says, 

“Providing clean, safe water across 

the globe is a huge undertaking, with 

a price tag that ranges from $10 bil-

lion to $175 billion. But several solu-

tions—from drinking straws to a 

“drinkable” book—are showing that 

technology doesn’t have to be mas-

sive to make a difference.” 

“It is important to invest in infra-

structure that will serve long term 

needs, but immediate, short-term 

solutions are necessary as well. Af-

fordable, easy-to-use purification de-

vices reduce water-related diseases 

and eliminates the need to boil wa-

ter—itself a polluting and resource-

intense practice.” 

Children using Life Straws 

Here are the three inventions that 

Sophie Westover talks about, that 

are simple, but still saving meaning-

ful lives: 

LifeStraw 

This water purifier, designed by the 

Swiss company Vestergaard Fradsen, 

is simple to use: Just put one end of 

the nine-inch straw in unfiltered wa-

ter and suck in clean water. The 

straw filters out containments’ using 

hollow fibre technology; no chemi-

cals are involved. 

With each purchase of a LifeStraw, 

one school child in the developing 

world is provided with safe drinking 

water for an entire year through 

Vestergaard Fraden’s larger institu-

tional water filters. In 2014, the com-

pany and its distribution partners de-

livered 1,646 community purifiers to 

301 schools, reaching 157,975 

school children. 

Through its Carbon for Water Pro-

gram, LifeStraw sells carbon credits 

to provide free Family LifeStraw fil-

ters to families in developing coun-

tries. 

So far, 887,505 filters have been dis-

tributed, reaching more than 4 mil-

lion people. 

SONO Water Filters 

This simple, cost effective, and local-

ly produced filtration decide cleans 

deadly arsenic contamination from 

groundwater in Bangladesh, the re-

sult of “tube wells” installed by well-

meaning aid organizations in the 

1970s. The wells draw water from 

aquifers contaminated with arsenic 
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and expose 35 million to 77 million 

people to arsenic poisoning, which 

causes skin lesions, cancer, and 

death. 

Family using the SONO Filter 

Experts classified the arsenic con-

tamination of groundwater in Bang-

ladesh as the largest mass poison-

ing of a population in history.  

Abdul Hussam, a professor of chem-

istry at George Mason University, rec-

ognised this catastrophe and sought 

to do something about it. He de-

signed the SONO Filter in 2006 to 

eliminate arsenic, as well as to in-

crease access to clean water for the 

23 million Bangladeshis who live 

without it.  

The SONO Filter is a large bucket 

filled with iron, sand, gravel, and 

charcoal that filters out arsenic and 

other toxic chemicals and bacteria. 

The simple design costs only $35 

and can filter 100 litres (26 gallons) 

a day for up to 14 years. UNICEF and 

other aid organizations have distrib-

uted about 225,000 free SONO fil-

ters throughout Bangladesh, Nepal, 

and India. 

The Drinkable Book  

The “book” is a water filter and in-

struction manual for how and why to 

clean drinking water. It’s made of a 

new type of paper, created by scien-

tists from Carnegie Mellon University 

of Virginia, that costs only pennies to 

produce. The paper is coated with 

silver nanoparticles that attract bac-

teria and toxins when water flows 

through it, leaving the water 99.9 

percent pure. Not only does each 

book provide clean water for one 

person for three years, but it also 

serves as an instruction manual for 

healthy sanitation practices. 

WATERisLIFE, an aid organization 

that works with communities to de-

velop safe water systems, joined 

with the Drinkable Book’s creator, 

researcher Theresa Dankovich of 

Carnegie Mellon, to campaign for the 

funds to move the product toward 

wide-scale distribution. Currently, 

WATERisLIFE is working on printing 
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the books in different languages and 

developing new teaching methods. 

WATERisLIFE plans to start distrib-

uting the book globally this winter. 

[2015] 

 

 

 

 

 

The water crisis is real and is getting 

worse. These three products collec-

tively reach only 4 million of the 783 

million people in need. And, by 

2025, 2.8 billion people will live in 

countries with water scarcity. 

Investing in affordable, accessible 

solutions to water sanitation is criti-

cal, for, improving agricultural water 

practices with low-cost technologies 

like drip irrigation to increasing the 

number of schools with adequate 

water treatment facilities, like the 

LifeStraw community purifier. 

When it comes to a worldwide crisis 

like clean water, even small gains 

make a difference.  — Sophie 

Westover, to read her full article, visit 

https://www.csmonitor.com/World/

Making-a-difference/Change-

Agent/2015/1026/Three-cool-

solutions-to-the-clean-water-problem  

Freya Turton, 14 

 

 

 

https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2015/1026/Three-cool-solutions-to-the-clean-water-problem
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2015/1026/Three-cool-solutions-to-the-clean-water-problem
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2015/1026/Three-cool-solutions-to-the-clean-water-problem
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2015/1026/Three-cool-solutions-to-the-clean-water-problem
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SUMMON THE BOOK      

DRAGON 

I’m sure that there’s a lot going on in your life right now. Summer parties, swimming pools, 

friends, ice-cream and many more important things of that sort. Needless to say, August is not 

usually the most productive reading month. But maybe- just maybe- I will be able to tempt you to 

take a seat (or take a stand- I don’t judge) and immerse yourself in the world of words. Because 

this list right here is an extra-special one.  

For all ages: 

 
City of ghosts by V.E Schwab  

Synopsis: Cassidy Blake's 

parents are The Inspec-

tor's, a (somewhat inept) 

ghost-hunting team. But 

Cass herself can REALLY 

see ghosts. In fact, her 

best friend, Jacob, just 

happens to be one. 

When The Inspector's 

head to ultra-haunted Edinburgh, Scotland, for 

their new TV show, Cass—and Jacob—come 

along. In Scotland, Cass is surrounded by 

ghosts, not all of them friendly. Then she 

meets Lara, a girl who can also see the dead. 

But Lara tells Cassidy that as an In-betweener, 

their job is to send ghosts permanently beyond 

the Veil. Cass isn't sure about her new mission, 

but she does know the sinister Red Raven 

haunting the city doesn't belong in her world. 

Cassidy's powers will draw her into an epic 

fight that stretches through the worlds of the 

living and the dead, in order to save herself. 

 

I have featured Schwab’s books more than 

once these past few months and yet I have 

failed to introduce you to her first and only 

Middle-grade series. With the second book-

tunnel of bones- coming out, however, I think 

that this is the perfect time!  

It goes without saying that Schwab is one of 

the most talented authors of our generation 

and this books is a further example of it. Craft-

ing yet another magical and sometimes fright-

ening world, she introduces us to Cassidy 

Blake, a protagonist with whom every reader 

will be able to connect with- after all, don’t we 

all dream of ghost-hunting in Edinburgh?  

  

The BFG by Roald Dhal  

Synopsis: Captured by a giant! The BFG is no 

ordinary bone-crunching giant. He is far too 

nice and jumbly. It's lucky for Sophie that he 

is. Had she been carried off in the middle of 

the night by the Bloodbottler, the Fleshlum-
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peater, the Bonecruncher, 

or any of the other giants-

rather than the BFG-she 

would have soon become 

breakfast.  

When Sophie hears that 

they are flush-bunking off in 

England to swollomp a few 

nice little chiddlers, she de-

cides she must stop them once and for all. And 

the BFG is going to help her! 

For those of you who dream and want to know 

where those dreams come from-this is a story 

for you. It is also a story for those of you who 

want to discover what the words “chiddlers” 

and “swollomp” mean. Other than that, this 

book has a dinner with the queen, a helicopter 

ride, a jar or nightmares and- best of all- a spe-

cial green drink that has an even more special 

effect! A truly perfect summer read, really.  

 

Young adult: 
Modern faerie tales by Holly Black 

Synopsis: In Tithe, sixteen-

year-old Kaye is a modern 

nomad. Fierce and inde-

pendent, she drifts from 

place to place with her 

mother’s rock band until an 

ominous attack forces 

Kaye back to her childhood 

home. There, amid the blue

-collar New Jersey backdrop, Kaye finds her-

self an unwilling pawn in an ancient and vio-

lent power struggle between two rival faerie 

kingdoms—a struggle that could very well 

mean her death.  

This prequel series for The Cruel Prince was 

recently printed in this beautiful cover and if 

that doesn’t make you want to buy it immedi-

ately, then I don’t know what will. But just in 

case you’re still reluctant…I can tell you that 

this book has evil faeries, murdering (and mur-

dered) princes, and a protagonist that you will 

never forget.  

Yet again, Holly Black’s writing will not fail to 

impress you- it will whisk you off to a world 

you wish you were part of and never let you go. 

Seriously, this book is so very addictive.  

 

Eliza and her monsters by Francesca 

Zappia  

Synopsis: Her story is a phe-

nomenon. Her life is a disas-

ter. 

In the real world, Eliza Mirk 

is shy, weird, and friendless. 

Online, she’s LadyConstella-

tion, the anonymous creator 

of the wildly popular web-

comic Monstrous Sea. Eliza can’t imagine en-

joying the real world as much as she loves the 

online one, and she has no desire to try. 

Then Wallace Warland, Monstrous Sea’s big-

gest fanfiction writer, transfers to her school. 

Wallace thinks Eliza is just another fan, and as 

he draws her out of her shell, she begins to 

wonder if a life offline might be worthwhile. 

But when Eliza’s secret is accidentally shared 

with the world, everything she’s built—her sto-

ry, her relationship with Wallace, and even her 

sanity—begins to fall apart. 

This book is what makes the list extra-special. 

Although all of the books I have introduced to 

you are amongst my favourites- this one holds 

a very special place in my heart. Not only be-

cause it tells a story about a creator on the in-

ternet but also because it tells a story about a 

girl with anxiety. With that said, I would like to 

mention a couple of trigger warnings. This may 

be my favourite book in the world, but your 

own metal health still comes first. So, do not 
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Whirly Weather 

In hot, sunny weather, it is extremely im-

portant to stay clear of sun burn and sun 

stroke. Although it is lots of fun having water 

fights, eating ice cream and building sandcas-

tles, the fun can be quickly taken away from 

your summer if you’re not taking proper pre-

cautions!  

The first thing to remember is sun cream (or 

also known as sun block, sunscreen, and sun-

tan lotion). This can be bought from various 

shops like supermarkets, drugstores, local 

corner stores and market stalls, and is very 

important for preventing sun burn. Even if it 

seems quite cloudy, the UV rays of the sun 

can still catch your skin during the hot weath-

er of summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun hats and sunglasses are also recom-

mended for keeping you safe, but remember 

that just because you’re wearing protective 

sunglasses, it doesn’t mean you can look di-

rectly at the scorching sun! The human eyes 

are very sensitive precious things, so make 

sure you’re keeping them healthy and happy. 

 

Recently in the UK we’ve been having some big and fast changes in the weather, from sunny 

30°C heat to bright and booming thunderstorms. We’re going to be taking a look at what    

thunderstorms are and how to stay safe in both sun and storms, because they can be very            

dangerous! 

Headaches and sun stroke are also common 

results of hot sunny weather, so remember to 

keep yourself hydrated with plenty of fresh 

water, and don’t be tiring yourself out with 

too much exercise and fun activities. Taking 

frequent breaks from your game of tag or 

football to sit in the shade for a bit is vital in 

weather like this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THUNDERSTORMS 

Thunderstorms are a mix of lightning, thun-

der, rain, hail and heavy wind—sometimes 

you get all of these and sometimes you can 

only get one. Here are some informative facts 

about the interesting climate event that we 

call thunderstorms: 

What causes a thunderstorm? 

The basic ingredients used to make a thun-

derstorm are moisture, unstable air and lift. 

You need moisture to form clouds and rain. 

You need unstable air that is relatively warm 
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and can rise rapidly. Finally, you need lift. This 

can form from fronts, sea breezes or moun-

tains. 

 

When are thunderstorms most likely to oc-

cur? 

Thunderstorms can occur year-round and at 

all hours. But they are most likely to happen 

in the spring and summer months and during 

the afternoon and evening hours.  

How many thunderstorms are there every 

day? 

It is estimated that there are around 1,800 

thunderstorms that occur across our planet 

every day. 

 

Are thunderstorms dangerous? 

Yes, despite their small size, all thunder-

storms are dangerous. Every thunderstorm 

produces lightning, which kills more people 

each year than tornadoes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What causes lightning? 

Lightning is an electric current. Within a thun-

dercloud way up in the sky, many small bits 

of ice (frozen raindrops) bump into each other 

as they move around in the air. All of those 

collisions create an electric charge. After a 

while, the whole cloud fills up with electrical 

charges. The positive charges or protons form 

at the top of the cloud and the negative 

charges or electrons form at the bottom of 

the cloud. Since opposites attract, that caus-

es a positive charge to build up on the ground 

beneath the cloud. The grounds electrical 

charge concentrates around anything that 

sticks up, such as mountains, people, or sin-

gle trees. The charge coming up from these 

points eventually connects with a charge 

reaching down from the clouds and - zap - 

lightning strikes!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever rubbed your feet across carpet 

and then touched a metal door handle? If so, 

then you know that you can get shocked! 

Lightning works in the same way.  

 

What causes thunder? 

Thunder is caused by lightning. When a light-

ning bolt travels from the cloud to the ground 

it actually opens up a little hole in the air, 

called a channel. Once then light is gone the 

air collapses back in and creates a sound 

wave that we hear as thunder. The reason we 

see lightning before we hear thunder is be-

cause light travels faster than sound! 
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How do you know if lightning is nearby? 

If you see dark clouds, then lightning could be 

present, but the best thing you can do is to 

listen for thunder. If you hear thunder, then 

you need to go indoors or get in a car. Don't 

be outside, where lightning could strike! If 

your hair stands on end or your skin starts to 

tingle, lightning maybe about to strike. Get 

down on your hands and knees and keep your 

head tucked in. Do not lay flat, because it can 

give lightning a better chance of strike you. 

How far away can you see lightning and hear 

thunder? 

Within those distant thunderstorms, the light-

ning bolts can be seen as much as 100 miles 

from us, depending on the height of the bolt, 

the clarity of the air, and our elevation. Thun-

der, in comparison, has a much shorter range 

of detection - usually less than 15 miles in a 

quiet rural setting and under 5 miles in a 

noisy city environment. 

 

Can you tell how far away a storm is?  

Yes, you can use thunder to tell how far away 

a storm is. Next time you see a storm, count 

the number of seconds between when you 

see the lightning and hear the thunder. Take 

the number of seconds and divide by 5 and 

that will tell you how far away the storm is in 

miles. For example: If you counted 10 sec-

onds between the lightning and the thunder, 

the lightning is 2 miles away! 

 

 

What is hail? 

Hail is created when small water droplets are 

caught in the updraft of a thunderstorm. 

These water droplets are lifted higher and 

higher into the sky until they freeze into ice. 

Once they become heavy, they will start to 

fall. If the smaller hailstones get caught in the 

updraft again, they will get more water on 

them and get lifted higher in the sky and get 

bigger. Once they get lifted again, they freeze 

and fall. This happens over and over again 

until the hailstone is too heavy and then falls 

to the ground.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What causes the wind to blow? 

As the sun warms the Earth's surface, the at-

mosphere warms too. Some parts of the 

Earth receive direct rays from the sun all year 

and are always warm. Other places receive 

indirect rays, so the climate is colder. Warm 

air, which weighs less than cold air, rises. 

Then cool air moves in and replaces the rising 

warm air. This movement of air is what 

makes the wind blow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a gust front? 

A gust front is the leading edge of the 

downdraft from a thunderstorm. It is usually 

marked by gusty cool winds, and sometimes 

blowing dust. You will feel the wind from the 

gust front before it starts to rain. 



P A G E  1 5  I S S U E  1 3  

Thunderstorm Safety Tips  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU’RE OUTDOORS: Keep an eye at the 

sky. Look for darkening skies, flashes of light-

ning, or increasing winds. Lightning often pro-

ceeds rain, so don’t wait for the rain to begin. 

If you hear the sound of thunder, go to a safe 

place immediately. The best place to go is a 

sturdy building or a car, but make sure the 

windows in the car are shut. Avoid sheds, pic-

nic areas, baseball dugouts and bleachers. If 

there is no shelter around you, stay away 

from trees. Crouch down in the open area, 

keeping twice as far away from a tree as far 

as it is tall. Put your feet together and place 

your hands over your ears to minimize hear-

ing damage from thunder. If you’re with a 

group of people stay about 15 feet from each 

other. Stay out of water, because it’s a great 

conductor of electricity. Swimming, wading, 

snorkelling and scuba diving are not safe. Al-

so, don’t stand in puddles and avoid metal. 

Stay away from clotheslines, fences, and drop 

your backpacks because they often have met-

al on them. If you’re playing an outdoor activi-

ty, wait at least 30 minutes after the last ob-

served lightning strike or thunder.  

IF YOU’RE INDOORS: Avoid water. It’s a great 

conductor of electricity, so do not take a 

shower, wash your hands, wash dishes or do 

laundry. Do not use a corded telephone. 

Lightning may strike exterior phone lines. Do 

not use electric equipment like computers 

and appliances during a storm. Stay away 

from windows and doors and stay off porch-

es. 

 

IF SOMEONE IS STRUCK BY LIGHTNING: Call 

for help. Call 9-9-9 or send for help immedi-

ately. The injured person does not carry an 

electrical charge, so it is okay to touch them. 

*Source  

 

 

http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-thunderstorms.htm
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MAKE A THUNDERSTORM 

MATERIALS: 

• Clear plastic container. (size of a 

shoe box) 

• Red food colouring 

• Ice cubes– made with blue food 

colouring 

 

PROCESS: 

Fill the plastic container two-thirds full 

with lukewarm water 

Let the water sit for one minute. 

Place a blue ice cube at one end of the 

plastic container. 

Add three drops of red food colouring to 

the water at the other end of the plastic 

container.  

Watch what happens. 

EXPLANATION: 

The blue and cold water sinks while the 

red and warm water rises. This hap-

pens because of convection. The blue 

water represents the cold air mass and 

the red water represents the warm, un-

stable air mass. A thunderstorm is 

caused by unstable air and convection 

plays an important part. A body of 

warm air is forced to rise by an ap-

proaching cold front therefore thunder-

storm’s form. 

MAKE YOUR OWN LIGHTNING  

MATERIALS: 

• Fluorescent light bulb 

• Rubber balloon 

 

PROCESS: 

Turn all of the lights off in the room. 

(The darker the better!) 

Rub the balloon on your hair for several 

seconds.  

Then hold the statically charged bal-

loon near the end of the light bulb. This 

will illuminate the bulb. 

Repeat the demonstration as many 

times as desired. 

EXPLANATION: 

When you rub the balloon on your hair, 

the balloon builds up an electrical 

charge (static electricity). Touching the 

charged balloon to the end of the fluo-

rescent light bulb causes the electrical 

charge to jump from the balloon to the 

bulb. This is what illuminates the light 

bulb.  

Lightning is an electrical discharge 

within a thunderstorm. As the storm 

develops, the clouds become charged 

with electricity. Scientists are still not 

sure exactly what causes this, but they 

WEATHER CRAFTS 
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do know that when the voltage be-

comes high enough for the electricity 

to leap across the air from one place to 

another, lightning flashes! Lightning 

can spark within a cloud, from one 

cloud to another, from a cloud to the 

ground, or from the ground to a cloud. 

 

MAKE THUNDER 

MATERIALS: 

• Brown paper bag 

 

PROCESS: 

Blow into the brown paper lunch bag 

and fill it up with air.  

Twist the open end and close with your 

hand. 

Quickly hit the bag with your free hand. 

EXPLANATION: 

Hitting the bag causes the air inside 

the bag to compress so quickly that 

the pressure breaks the bag. The air 

rushes out and pushes the air outside 

away from the bag. The air continues 

to move forward in a wave. When the 

moving air reaches your ear, you hear a 

sound. Thunder is produced in a similar 

way. As lightning strikes, energy is giv-

en off that heat the air through which it 

passes. This heated air quickly ex-

pands producing energetic waves of air 

resulting in a sound called thunder. 

 

 

TRACK A THUNDERSTORM  

MATERIALS: 

• Thunderstorm 

• Stop watch  

 

PROCESS: 

After you see a flash of lightning, use a 

stopwatch or count the number of sec-

onds until you hear the thunder.  

For every five seconds the storm is one 

mile away. So all you have to do is di-

vide the number of seconds you count 

by five to get the number of miles away 

the storm is. 

EXPLANATION: 

Light travels faster than sound. The 

lightning and thunder happen at the 

same time, but light reaches your eye 

instantly, while sound takes a little 

longer. Have you ever seen lightning 

without thunder? You may have heard 

people call that ‘heat lightning’. Well 

actually there is no such thing as ‘heat 

lightning’. It’s just lightning that is over 

15 miles away and too far away for you 

to hear the thunder.  
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read this book if you are sensitive to any of the 

following topics: PTSD, anxiety, and talk and 

thoughts on suicide. 

Even though there are certain heavy themes, 

this book is ultimately about growing up, doing 

what you love and not being afraid of being 

yourself and Zappia explores them flawlessly. 

She interweaves those themes with discus-

sions of family, friendship and, of course, love. 

Most importantly, I would say, this book has 

perfect representation of mental health and a 

diverse cast of characters: all different ages, 

personalities, and races. And finally, the knot 

of perfection is tied up with a fabulous, hilari-

ous and sometimes tragic cast of characters. 

 

Jenna Al Adnani, 16 

Shout Out’s & 

achievements 

Very proud of Maicie winning driven       

champion and beating adults at only 11   

Rowan got promoted to Lance Corporal during 

cadet camp. He's now in charge of his detach-

ment. Also his Junior march and shoot team 

came in second in the Battalion competition  
Very proud of my daughter for having 

the confidence to attend a home ed 

prom. Her self esteem and confidence 

has rocketed since leaving school last 

February  
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Gymnast presentation evening . Jake Gymnas-

tics L1/ Trampoline L9– Jaimes Gymnastics 

L3/ Trampoline L6– Ryan Gymnastics L4/ 

Trampoline L5– Kacy Gymnastics L7/ Trampo-

line L5 . Sent in by Mandy Sheridan 

 

Making bis-

cuits for the 

Kent county 

show and 

came second  

My sons article on home Ed in The Week      

Junior.                                                                

Sent in by Elaine Russell  

"A big well done to Rosie who recently won her 

gymnastics competition, getting placed 1st on 

floor, 2nd on beam and 2nd overall out of the 

31 other competitors!! We are all so so proud 

of you Rosie for the determination to excel in 

your passion. Congratulations!! Love from all of 

your family and friends xxx"  

https://www.facebook.com/elaine.russell.391?__tn__=%2Cd%2AF%2AF-R&eid=ARBgb2AvXjUUkMMptFR2hAxpnvR033GBw32K-iif9OX40Py4hkQ85jXZqxo-NxblSfrZ0NvY0oaZDrkW&tn-str=%2AF
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"A huge happy birthday to sisters Rosie who is turning 10 on the 

4th of August and Penelope who is turning 1 on the 8th!! We all 

wish you the best birthdays ever and hope you enjoy your party! 

Lots of hugs and kisses, Mum, Dad, Freya, Skyla, Leo & Kanach' 

xxxxx"  

Happy 3rd Birthday Nimueh 

Lots of love mummy,  daddy, Tyler, William,  

Anthony & Sebastian xxx 

3rd August 

Happy 2nd Birthday Harrison 

Xxx 

16th August 

A big happy birthday to all our August born readers. 

We hope your day is magical.  

Home Ed Looks Like This 

Happy 8th Birthday Jacob, 

Lots of love mummy, Daisy, Bobby and Indie 

Xxx 

22nd August 
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‘Happy 10th Birthday Sam from 

Mum and Dad xxx’ 

15th August 

‘Happy 13th Birthday Reece, 

Love mam, dad, and brothers 

CJ and Ethan, and your sister 

Demi xxx’ 

‘Happy 8th Birthday 

RYAN SHERIDAN 

Lots of love 

M, A, J, J, K xx’ 

 

10th August 

‘Happy 8th Birthday Jack 

Love from Mummy, Nan,    

Uncle Mike and Drift the Fish 

Xxx’ 

19th August 

Happy 5th Birthday 

Ezra, 

Enjoy your day, Lots of 

love from all your    

family xxx 

27th August 

‘Happy 11th Birthday Reo’ 

Xxx 

 

9th August 

Happy 8th Birthday 

to Ellie. 

Mummy and Daddy 

love you to the 

moon and back. 

Xxx 

15th August 

Happy 12th Birth-

day Sweetie, 

Lots of love from 

mum, dad and all 

the family xxx 

 

10th August 
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Challenge Corner 
From now on, we are going to be changing the Challenge Corner up a bit! With    

every issue we will focus on a different topic or theme that you should follow, this 

months is SECRET SPIES. Use some of these instructions to create some awe-

some spy equipment, or go freestyle and make something of your own.                         

Have fun spectacular spies! 

Periscope 

Here's the blueprint on the periscope 

we've got from the Russians (who now 

conveniently write in English) : 

 

What you need: 

• 2 mirrors (approx. 2" by 1", but 

other sizes work well too) 

• A piece of carton (approx. 6 1/2" 

wide, 8" long. Or roughly 3 times 

the width of your mirrors and 4 

times the height 

• Scissors 

• Glue 

• Some paint to give it a nice spy 

look! 

 

How to make the periscope: 

• Draw the lines on your carton as 

you see them on the plans. Note 

that there are dashed lines, these 

are fold lines, don't cut through 

those. The full lines are cut lines, 

use scissors to cut through those. 

• Paste your mirrors on the spots 

where it says "mirrors". 

• Fold the carton into a box. One mir-

ror is looking up, the other one is 

looking down. Paste it so it stays 

box shaped. 

• Fold the mirrors in so they are 

roughly in an angle of 45 degrees. 

Then fold the side flaps in and 

paste it to the back of the flap. 

Both sides! 

• You have a working periscope now! 

Look through the lower mirror, and 

you can see much higher... over a 

wall, for instance. Or around a cor-

ner! 

• Now give it that tough spy look by 

giving your new apparatus a couple 

of coats of paint. Think how it 
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should look to blend in with the 

background. Green and brown is 

nice for the bushes, bad for the 

snow! 

A Cipher Wheel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every spy needs a secret way to ex-

change messages with other agents 

from time to time. Making a cipher 

wheel is an excellent addition to your 

homemade spy gear and a great way to 

keep the content of any top secret letter 

safe. 

This clever little wheel can be used to 

encrypt and decrypt any code you like, 

keeping those messages away from pry-

ing eyes. 

Materials: 

 

 

(You will need to make a cipher wheel 

for each agent) 

• Card 

• Glue stick 

• Pen or pencil 

• Paper fastener (split pin) 

• Scissors 

• Cipher wheel template (see next pag-

es) 

 

How To Make A Cipher Wheel: 

• Print off the cipher wheel template. Cut the 

wheels out and glue them onto the card 

with the glue stick. 

• Carefully cut both of the Cipher Wheels 

out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Write the alphabet in the outer boxes of 

both the small and large wheel. 
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• Use a sharp pencil to punch a hole 

though the centre of both wheels. 

Push the paper fastener (split pin) 

through the small wheel and then 

though the larger wheel, open the 

split pin at the back so that the 

wheels are fastened together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How To Use Your Cipher Wheel 

First place the wheels so that the A on 

both wheels are pointing up. Now 

choose two letters (one from each 

wheel) these will be your secret letters 

and need to be remembered by your-

self and the recipient of the notes you 

will be sending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve chosen the letters C for the outer 

wheel and A for the inner wheel (which 

are the first letter in my two pets 

names). 

You will notice in the photo that when I 

move these two letters together the let-

ters no longer match around the 

wheels. So now A=C B=D C=E and so 

on, as you and your acquaintances are 

the only ones that know what each let-

ter stands far you will now be able to 

sent endless messages to each other 

without anyone else being able to read-

ing them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a go at decoding these messages: 

VQR UGETGV 

HQT AQWT GAGU QPNA 
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The Cackling Kitchen 
In celebration of Peach Month: 

Peach Panzanella 

 

Ingredients: 

6 thin slices of brioche loaf, cut into cubes 

4 Little Gem lettuces, cut into quarters 

6 ripe peaches, stoned and cut into wedges 

2 balls burrata or buffalo mozzarella, torn 

into small chunks 

½ tsp lemon thyme leaves, to serve 

handful basil leaves, to serve 

 

For the dressing; 

6 tbsp olive oil 

1 lemon, juiced 

1 tbsp capers in brine, drained and finely chopped 

 

Method: 

Make the dressing by whisking the oil, lemon juice and capers together in a small 

bowl, then set aside. 

Heat oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. Scatter the brioche cubes over a baking sheet 

and bake for 8-10 mins until golden and crispy. Remove from the oven and set 

aside to cool. 

Arrange the lettuce on a serving platter with the peaches and burrata and season 

well.  

To serve, drizzle over the dressing, then scatter over the thyme, basil and croutons. 
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In celebration of Picnic Month: 

Veggie Rainbow Picnic Pie 

 

Ingredients: 

• 450g butternut squash, peeled, sliced and 

cut into small chunks 

• 2 tbsp olive or rapeseed oil 

• 1 large onion, sliced 

• 550g small waxy potatoes, peeled and 

sliced 

• 2 x 375g blocks all-butter puff pastry 

• flour, for dusting 

• 1 x 320g ready-rolled sheet all-butter puff pastry 

• 2 tbsp breadcrumbs 

• 300g pack cooked beetroot, sliced 

• 450g jar roasted red peppers, drained 

• 200g block feta cheese 

• 150g frozen peas 

• small bunch each parsley and mint, chopped 

• 10 eggs 

• 2 tbsp sesame seeds 

 

Method: 

Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 Toss the squash in 1 tbsp oil and some seasoning and roast 

for 20 mins until soft. Meanwhile, fry the onion in the remaining oil for 10-15 mins over a low 

heat until golden and boil the potatoes for 8 mins until soft. Drain the potatoes and leave the 

veg to cool. 

Reduce oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line a 20cm x 30cm baking tin with a long double thick-

ness strip of parchment (this will help you to lift out the pie once cooked). Squeeze the two 

blocks of pastry together, then roll out on a floured surface – the pastry should be about the 

thickness of a £1 coin. Use the pastry to line the tin, leaving any excess pastry hanging over the 

edges. 

Sprinkle the breadcrumbs over the base of the pastry. Layer in the beetroot slices, peppers, 

squash, onions, feta, potatoes, peas and herbs (in that order for a nice rainbow effect), season-

ing well between each layer. Beat the eggs and pour slowly over the filling until most of it has 

sunk through the layers, saving a little to glaze the top. Brush some egg over the overhanging 

pastry then lay the rolled pastry sheet on top. Press the pastry sheets together, then use some 

kitchen scissors to trim the excess pastry, leaving about 2cm. Roll the edges in to seal, then 

press them firmly with a fork. Brush with egg, sprinkle with seeds, then use the fork prongs to 
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mark out 12 portions. Bake for 1 hr 20 mins until the pastry is golden and crisp. Leave to cool 

completely before slicing, or chill for up to two days before serving. 

 

In celebration of National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day on August 4th: 

Vintage Chocolate Chip Cookies 

 

Ingredients:  

• 150g salted butter, softened 

• 80g light brown muscovado sugar 

• 80g granulated sugar 

• 2 tsp vanilla extract 

• 1 large egg 

• 225g plain flour 

• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda 

• ¼ tsp salt 

• 200g plain chocolate chips or chunks 

 

Method: 

Heat the oven to 190C/fan170C/gas 5 and line two baking sheets with non-stick baking paper. 

Put 150g softened salted butter, 80g light brown muscovado sugar and 80g granulated sugar 

into a bowl and beat until creamy. 

Beat in 2 tsp vanilla extract and 1 large egg. 

Sift 225g plain flour, ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda and ¼ tsp salt into the bowl and mix it in with a 

wooden spoon. 

Add 200g plain chocolate chips or chunks and stir well. 

Use a teaspoon to make small scoops of the mixture, spacing them well apart on the baking 

trays. This mixture should make about 30 cookies. 

Bake for 8–10 mins until they are light brown on the edges and still slightly soft in the centre if 

you press them. 

Leave on the tray for a couple of mins to set and then lift onto a cooling rack. 
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National Smile Week 

A poem 

Today is the day to shine your teeth 

As well as the other six days of the week 

For the first week of August every year 

It is National Smile Week 

A time to cheer! 

 

Smile to your mum 

Smile to your dad 

Smoke as much as you can 

Even when your sad! 

 

Don’t let the team down 

Don’t let a frown creep upon your faces 

Don’t forget what this week is 

Smile like you’re eating strawberry laces! 

 

For these full seven days 

We’re going to be as positive as can be 

Try smiling in lots of hilarious different ways 

We’re going to be the heroes of the story, you’ll see 

 

Because a smile can completely change someone’s day 

It can bring the biggest plot twist 

And flip the story the other way 

 

Give away happiness like it’s nothing 

It really is totally free 

Being a kind person costs £0 

And a smile can be that key! 
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If you want to advertise in this space 

Contact 

homeedlookslikethis@gmail.com 
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HOME EDUCATION AUTUMN CAMP 
 Lenthor Farm. Northallerton, Yorkshire.  

CAMPING/ CARAVANNING  

£6pppn. Larger  families are welcome to  

bring a smaller second tent if  

required, or if older teens are  

wanting their own space.  

BELL TENTS  

Unfurnished £50 per night,  

with one double wooden bed and mattress it is £60 per night,  

With a double and single (both wooden with mattresses) £70. 

With 2 doubles (wooden with mattresses) it is £80 per night,  

The small bell tent with 2 single camp beds is £45 per night. 

GLAMPING AND PODS 

There are three pods, one being disabled access.  

Family pods are £85 per night, (1 disabled/ one not).  

Dove Cote Pod £65 per night.   

ADD £5 Per Adult TOWARDS EVENT INSURANCE AND LIABILITY (14 +) 

 

FACILITIES 

Shower and Toilet Block. Fire Pit with benches. Barn with Kitchen, oven and 

fridge/freezer, long dining table and chairs. Stone Circle up the hill. Pig and Chick-

ens. Nearby village. Loud music/noise curfew is 11pm.  

ENTERTAINMENT 

Welcome to bring own musical instruments. There is a stage set up for the option-

al EISTEDDFOD.  Sports . Crafting– bring a clean glass jar!  Face painting. Science 

experiments and more!  Activities for all ages! 

If you would like to offer a talk/ activity/workshop please get in touch.  

JOIN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP FOR MORE INFORMATION 

27th-30th 

September 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/sentrypods/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1805782749459797/
https://www.facebook.com/events/680973095700766/
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US Aviation Day 

Aviation Day is celebrated on August 19th, 

as it has been every year since 1939, by 

citizens of the US and enjoyed by all global-

ly. It is easily catered to suit everyone; from 

adults to children, from aircraft experts to 

blind beginners, from artists to scientists! 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (32nd president 

of the United States) established the na-

tional event and had it set on the date of 

Orville Wright’s birthday.  

To help you have fun and learn something 

new this Aviation Day, here are the top 

twelve aircrafts worldwide in the eyes of 

author Kelley Marks 

 

 1. Wright Brothers’ Flyer 1 

Manufacturer: Wilbur and Orville Wright 

First Flight: December 17, 1903 

Top Speed: About 10 mph 

A list such as this must include the very first 

airplane. Produced and then flown by Wilbur 

and Orville Wright on December 17, 1903, 

their gossamer-winged aircraft made possi-

ble the first controllable and sustainable, 

heavier-than-air human flight. In order to 

accomplish such a feat, the Wright Brothers 

essentially built the whole contraption from 

scratch, other than the light-weight, fuel-

injected engine, which was built by 

Charlie Taylor. This accomplishment is 

still astonishing, though, since the time was 

https://owlcation.com/stem/Ten-Best-Airplanes-of-All-Time
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right, somebody else would have built it 

soon enough. 

2. DC-3 

Manufacturer: Douglas Aircraft Company 

First Flight: December 17, 1935 

Top Speed: 207 mph 

The Douglas-Commerical-3 is perhaps the 

best transport aircraft ever built. Introduced 

in 1935, this tough, versatile, reliable, pro-

peller-driven airplane was one of the first 

used in transcontinental flights across the 

US. The American military’s version of the 

DC-3, the C-47, was widely used during 

World War Two. Because the plane can be 

landed just about anywhere, many countries 

throughout the world still use DC-3s for 

freight transport, aerial spraying and com-

mercial air traffic. Aviation buffs say, “The 

only replacement for a DC-3 is another DC-

3.” This trusty aircraft may never be retired! 

 

3. SR-71 Blackbird 

Manufacturer: Lockheed, Skunk Works divi-

sion 

First Flight: December 22, 1964 

Top Speed: 2,193 mph 

The Blackbird was a Cold War-era recon-

naissance jet that could fly so high (85,000 

feet) and so fast (over Mach 3) that the Rus-

sians or other enemies couldn’t shoot it 

down with surface-to-air missiles. Other air-

craft could travel as fast for short periods, 

but the SR-71 could fly at top speed for an 

hour until its fuel ran out. Considered by 

many purists to be the finest aircraft ever 

made, the Blackbird was one of the first air-

planes to utilize stealth technology; for in-

stance, the cross-section of the airframe 

was minimized to reduce radar exposure 

and the whole body was painted a very dark 

blue. The SR-71 carried no armament, just 

cameras and sensors, used for spying and, on 

occasion, scientific purposes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Messerschmitt-262 

Manufacturer: Messerschmitt 

First Flight: April 18, 1941 

Top Speed: 530 mph 

Nicknamed the “Swallow,” the ME-262 was the 

world’s first operational jet fighter, introduced 

about three months before Britain’s Gloster 

Meteor, the Allies only jet fighter to enter ser-

vice during World War Two. Used by Germany 

during WWII, this formidable aircraft carried 

four 30 mm cannon, as well as rockets and 

bombs, giving it enough pop to down B-17s, P-

51s and anything else the allied forces threw 

against it. Capable of speeds of over 500 mph, 

the Swallow was faster than anything flying by 

about 100 mph. The fighter’s major shortcom-

ing was that the engines needed replacement 

after about 25 hours of flight. Unfortunately for 

Germany, its use came too late in the war to 

turn the tide. 
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5. Hawker Siddeley Harrier  

Manufacturer: Hawker Siddeley 

First Flight: December 28th, 1967 

Top Speed: 730 mph 

Commonly known as the Harrier Jump Jet, 

the Harrier (a bird of prey) was the first opera-

tional jet fighter capable of vertical/short 

take-off and landing (V/STOL). Introduced in 

1969 and used by the Royal Air Force (RAF), 

this subsonic strike fighter, part of the first 

generation of Harriers, needed no runway for 

take off, only a small clearing or the deck of 

an aircraft carrier. In the 1970s, the United 

States Marine Corps (USMC) began using Har-

riers, considered having performance similar 

to F-4 Phantoms. The second generation of 

Harriers took flight in the 1980s. Redevel-

oped by McDonald Douglas, this newer ver-

sion was named the AV-8B Harrier II. In 2015, 

the F-35B, capable of vertical take-off, began 

replacing the AV-8B Harrier II. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. B-52 Stratofortress 

Manufacturer: Boeing 

First Flight: April 15, 1952 

Top Speed: 650 mph 

Since it first went into service in 1955, the B-

52 has been one of the most reliable and ver-

satile strategic long-range bombers in the US 

arsenal, fighting in numerous wars and con-

flicts from one century into the next. De-

signed to carry conventional as well as nucle-

ar weapons, the aircraft uses eight turbojet 

engines, can carry monstrous payloads, and 

has a range of over 12,000 miles. Over the 

years, the B-52 has had numerous retrofits, 

including a deployment capability for cruise 

missiles and drones, which has extended its 

usefulness into the twenty-first century. Even 

supersonic bombers such as the B-1 have not 

replaced this mainstay. It may never be re-

tired! 

 

 

 

 

7. F-117A Nighthawk 

Manufacturer: Lockheed Corporation 

First Flight: June 18, 1981 

Top Speed: 617 mph 

The F-117A Nighthawk was the first stealth 

fighter in the arsenal of the USAF. (Strictly 

speaking, though, the Nighthawk was not a 

jet fighter; instead, it was used for ground at-

tack.) Developed in the early 1980s, the 

Nighthawk was virtually invisible to radar and 

carried laser-guided bombs and other guided 

munitions or “smart bombs.” The Nighthawk 

was particularly effective in the Persian Gulf 

War in 1991, flying over 1,300 sorties, and 

not a single one was shot down. However, 

one Nighthawk was shot down in the Kosovo 

War in 1999, the enemy using particularly 

long-wavelength radar to spot it. This stealth 

fighter was retired from service in 2008, su-

perseded by more advanced stealth fighters 

such as the F-22. 
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8. North American P-51 Mustang 

Manufacturer: North American Aviation 

First Flight: October 26, 1940 

Top Speed: 437 mph 

This fast, long-range, powerful fighter-bomber 

may have won the war in Europe during 

World War Two. Utilizing its great versatility, P

-51s helped the allied forces dominate the air 

during 1944, setting the stage for the defeat 

of Nazi Germany. The P-51 was also widely 

used during the Korean War, even after jet 

fighters such as the F-86 came on the scene. 

The U.S. military continued using P-51s until 

the early 1980s. These days, P-51s can still 

be seen in air shows and races, and many 

countries throughout the world use P-51s for 

civilian applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Messerschmitt-109  

Manufacturer: Bayerische Flugzeugwerke 

(BFW) 

Messerschmitt AG 

First Flight: May 29, 1935 

Top Speed: 379 mph 

The ME-109 could be considered the German 

counterpart to the Japanese Zero, because it 

was Germany’s best fighter aircraft during 

World War Two, particularly in the early years; 

however, it remained formidable throughout 

the war, being reliable, fast, versatile, though 

it lacked range. Many different versions of the 

airplane were created, highlighting differ-

ences in armament, power train or structural 

characteristics. Perhaps the best was the ME-

109F, for which modifications more than dou-

bled the airplane’s range. Interestingly, more 

ME-109s were produced – nearly 34,000 – 

than any other fighter in history! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. North American X-15  

Manufacturer: North American Aviation 

First Flight: June 8, 1959 

Top Speed: 4,520 mph 

Made for NASA, the USAF and the USN, the X-

15 rocket plane flew for experimental purpos-

es from the late 1950s to the late 1960s. 

This long, sleek craft was designed to fly to 

the threshold of space, some 50 to 70 miles 

in altitude, technically making the pilots as-

tronauts. In fact, it was the world's first opera-

tional space plane. To attain such heights, 

the aircraft was launched from the underside 

of a B-52, and then it fired its rocket, acceler-

ating the craft to Mach 6.7 or about 4,500 

mph. The X-15 flew almost 200 flights, and 

the data obtained helped the American space 

program. Neil Armstrong, the first man on the 

moon, flew the X-15 numerous times.  
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11. Concorde 

Manufacturer: BAC (later BAe and BAE Sys-

tems), Sud Aviation (later Aérospatiale and 

Airbus) 

First Flight: March 2, 1969 

Top Speed: 1,354 mph 

Although the United States and the Soviet 

Union had planned to build their own super-

sonic passenger jet airliners, only France and 

Britain’s Concorde was completed and went 

into regular service in 1976. The Concorde 

could cruise at Mach 2, or over 1,300 mph, 

and could fly nonstop from London to New 

York, giving it the longest range of any super-

sonic aircraft. The Concorde continued flying 

for 27 more years. But various problems end-

ed its career. Always very expensive to oper-

ate, the plane’s avionics were analog and 

needed an upgrade and a fatal crash in 2000 

belied its apparent invincibility. The Concorde 

flew for the final time in November 2003. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. B-2 Spirit Stealth Bomber 

Manufacturer: Northrop Corporation, Northrop 

Grumman 

First Flight: July 17, 1989 

Top Speed: 628 mph 

Also known as the flying wing and first pro-

jected during the Carter administration in the 

1970s, this long-range strategic bomber is 

the obvious successor to the great B-52. But 

this bomber came at a much greater cost – 

over $2 billion for each plane as of 1997! The 

B-2 can fly at just under Mach one and carry 

40,000 pounds of ordinance, conventional or 

thermonuclear weapons, and can fly for over 

6,000 miles before refuelling. About 20 of 

these bombers have been produced to date 

and they’ve been used in combat in Kosovo, 

Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya. Military officials 

think the B-2 will remain useful until at least 

2050.  
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STEM Paper Airplane Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a paper airplane that can carry a car-

go and glide more than ten feet (not be 

hurled, but actually glide).  The cargo we 

decided on was money-coins.  And the win-

ner is the kiddo who could fly the most 

money.  Our winner flew a plane with 

$5.60!  Second place winner came in with 

nearly $3.00 of coins! 

 

How Much Cargo Can a Paper Airplane Car-

ry? 

Supplies you need to set up your challenge:  

Construction Paper 

Tape, Lots of tape! 

Handfuls of coins 

Doorway 

 

 

First, draw a line on the floor about ten feet 

in front of your doorway. Use tape to make 

a “target” in the upper third of the doorway. 

To prove their cargo plane can fly, kids 

need to glide their plane through that 

“target” successfully. 

How To Fold a Paper Airplane 

If your kids don’t know how to make a pa-

per airplane, have them watch some vide-

os on YouTube. This is a problem solving 

activity for them, so try to stay as un-

involved in the process as possible. Your 

kids can just watch the videos and teach 

themselves. If you are unable to watch the 

videos, here is a basic how to fold an air-

plane instruction sheet. 

*Source          Freya Turton, 14 

—%20%20https:/kidsactivitiesblog.com/77853/stem-paper-airplane-challenge/
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Frankenstein Day 

It is on 30th August 2019. Despite the gloomy weather and the horrific atmosphere the 

experiment came to light after a lightning bolt struck the stitched together cadaver. 

This experiment was done to imbue life into the cadaver and the experiment worked. 

Dr Frankenstein, with his knowledge of science managed to give life to something that 

never lived before. This was the first stepping stone to his creation Frankenstein. De-

spite the book referring to it as just a creature. However, on the creation of the crea-

ture, the Dr Frankenstein is shocked by his creation to the point where he runs from it. 

  

During the course of the novel the creature wanders, learns to read, write and he 

learns to speak rather well even though he was hidden near a cottage that was in the 

woods. After befriending the blind father who lived in the cottage it was introduced to 

the family but after being rejected again he burnt the cottage down in a fit of rage.  

 

Seeking out the doctor, it manages to find him and demands the man made him a 

bride as it disserved happiness. After assembling the science lab he set me making a 

bride for it. Dr Frankenstein destroys the body though as he noticed the creature look-

ing in through the window. Enraged, the creature tells the dr that he will be there on 

his wedding night. Fleeing the area, Dr Frankenstein meets up with his wife, Dr Frank-

enstein starts to make plans to defend himself from this creature he created. He had 

his wife stay in their room, he went out to deal with the creature, only to look up and 

be mocked with the corpse of his wife. 

 

How to celebrate: 

Sit down and enjoy the original Mary Shelley Tale. A strong book with science fiction 

and horror aspects, along with some romance and action. Maybe try to sit and realise 

why the creature did what it did, and if you would have done the same. Or maybe, 

dress up as the creature and see how many people you could scare with the sight of 

you wondering around. 

 

William Wilcox, 14 
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A Month In Pictures 

Vicki Kennedy Sent in this photo 

of a potato harvest at their plot 

Home Economics  

Sent in by Deborah Gaunt 

P.E in Grandads pool 

Sent in by Charmain Louise 

Maicie, giving a demonstrating and 

performing. Aged 11.  

First Aid Course 

Sent in by Roots A Denise 

Fulfilling a dream 

Feeding the penguins at 

Weymouth  Sea Life Centre 

Building and Flying a plane 

 

Sent in by Helen Dannatt 
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Making a mallet at our 

weekly HE bushcraft    

session 

Sent by Helen Davies 

Learning through play; 

History and Architecture 

Tornado in a Jar. 

Sent in by Heidi Scott 

 

Lego robotics workshop  

Sam Irvine  

Coke and Mentos Rockets 

Sent in by Carla Parsons 

Garden creativity 

Sent by Lisa Lloyd 

Matthew enjoying a trip to the    

Lavender Field.  

Frankie collecting different 

colours  from the flower 

bed 

Enjoying coding so ate 

whilst she worked 
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Button has been reviewing eco 

friendly items on our Instagram 

page as we try and remove plastic 

from our daily life.   

Dan made a playdough 

Carnotaurus 

Gardening. 

Sent in by Trudi Widdows 

Anabel sat the JLPT N3 

In Edinburgh 

Sam enjoying a visit to a 

bird of prey centre 

A 2 week tour 

around the 

country in our 

VW Camper. 

 

Bob reading 

WW2 books 

to mum 

Willow at her home ed riding 

class 

 

Our trip to the 

beach 

 

Sent in by  

Jessica Green 
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Catching some waves  on a gloriously un-

crowned beach sent in by Rachel Miles 

Picking fresh Spinach leaves.  

Sent in by Lisa Joseph 

One reader made her dad 

this lovely birthday cake. 

Sent in by Angela Oldroyd 

Logan has been on a trip with his 

Beaver group. Bell Boating. 

Achieved a badge for the activity 

Became pilots on a press trip to         

Kidzania 

Sent in by Jade Karly Staff 

Our weekly visit to 

the library.  

Karolina Katende 

Swimming in the river 

 

Sent in by Samantha Martell 
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Visit to the Tate Art Gallery 

Ezra using  the Frank Bowl-

ing Exhibition as inspiration 

River Swimming  

 

Sent in by Jackie Chapman 

Sent in by Kelly Berry Tiffany, 13, Caught and 

released her first Pike 

Sent in by Charis Porter Solo dance with Sakima in the theatre. 

Sent in by Laura Teisler-Goldsmith  

Megan on the Great Orme. 

Belle M Sebastian 
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Seb on the Spain Interway Youth 

Programme. Sent in by Belle M 

Sebastian 

In a stage show at the Stag 

Theatre,  

Sent in by Caroline Angela 

Cuell 

Libby, 11, visiting                       

the Luminarium in Dundee   

Sent in by Jenna Dye 

Meeting  Onjali Q Rauf, author of The Boy at the Back of 

the Class  

Sent in by Claire Witherington 

Dexter gained his first  

swimming badge 

Sent in by Sam Gregory 

 

Paddle boarding in the 

Irish Sea 

 

Sent in by Kelly Berry 
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Practicing his climbing skills at the boul-

der hut! We had free reign of the walls!!  

 

Sent in by Jade Murphy-Waters 

Niyah has started Bouldering HE Lessons.  

 

Sent in by Leanne Woodall 

The Lego experience 

 

Sent in by Carrie Mack 

 making and 

decorating grad-

uation cake for 

a duck lover. 

And another for 

a friend who’s 

just finished     

college           

photography at 

Myerscough  

Sent in by Kasia Czar 
Forest Days 

Sent in Clair Tonks 
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Rowan, age 14, off to Sum-

mer Cadet Camp for two 

weeks 

Tyler, Seb and David in Spain on the Interway 

camp experience. Teaching Spanish teens          

conversational English.  

Big Bang Fayre 

Rye, sent in by Jacqui      

Futers 

My little scientist at the 

little laboratory. 

Sent in by Sam Gregory 

Sent in by Jenna Dye 

Wild Water         

Swimming 

 

Sent in by 

Leanna Jones 

Tour of Leasowe 

Lighthouse 

 

Sent in by  

Danielle Jones 
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Story Submission 

A New World 
Shuffling feet, deep laughs, screeching brakes, choirs of songbird, pieces of conversation…

each adding to create the loud bustle that loafs through the street. Listening. She slowly 

raises her eyelids, to only be greeted by the blinding afternoon sun welcoming each body 

with its warmth. 

 Shining smiles, trees of chartreuse, paves of stone grey, breeze-caught hair…all 

merging and blurring together to create one picturesque scene. Watching. She rests back 

onto the wooden public bench, controlled deep breaths escaping through her button nose. 

 Mature parfum, strong mowed grass, golden-baked delicacies, polluting fumes, 

freshly ground coffee beans….scents of good and bad are to be known everywhere you turn. 

Inhaling. Now comes feel. 

 “Ugh…” Renae let’s out an exasperated breath in defeat, sitting her elbows on her 

spread knees and burying her face deep into the comfort of her dry palms. She tightly traps 

her airways, holding her breath as the tears threaten to spill from her eyes once again, be-

fore she stops herself, and forces the words off her tongue, “I do not want to feel this way.” 

She may not be happy now, she thinks to herself, but this is the start of a new beginning. 

And at new beginnings there is always hope. “Be optimistic…!” she whispers to herself, but 

Renae knows better than anyone that it’s hardest to keep up with your new start when you 

didn’t even want it in the first place. 

 Standing from the bench, she turns her judging eyes away from the classy lady who 

had tried to sit down next to her, and soppily strolls down the direction of her newfound des-

tination. Renae pushes herself past—fitted in her signature style of a soft fabric zip-hoodie 

and a leather jacket layered on top—determined to get through the swarm of bodies and 

make it back to her quiet house quickly. She wanders through Paris as if she’s known it all 

her life now; the street of shops damp and dewy. Wind whistles through her raw ears as 

they heed the leftover rain that pitter-patters through gutters, down drainpipes and into the 

city grids. 

 The screeching, beeping of a pedestrian crossing makes a deafening echo as Renae 

and a huddle of rushing people cross the cobbled road, instantly zooming her back into fo-

cus of reality. Walking through the avenues of France you can smell dozens of different 

scents everywhere and anywhere. But Renae’s favourite of all, she’s come to realise, is the 

trace of a gingerbread man that runs past her. Every time, he calls out, and every time Re-

nae ends up chasing him to Mr Baker’s bakery. Mmm, the bakery. This is where the baker 

she’s come to know torments everybody with his luscious pies and pastries sitting on dis-

play in the window. And when he opens his huge oven door every day, religiously, at 10:30, 

the whole road is filled with the most sensational smell of freshly baked bread rolls.  
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When her leg starts to vibrate, she reaches into her pocket and answers the person 

calling, “Hello.” 

 “Ren, how come you’re not home yet? You’re going to be late.” 

 “I’m on my way now Alice, and I’ve got half an hour yet. That’s plenty of time to get 

ready, I only need to get changed.” 

 “Well have you had any lunch yet? You can’t go on an empty stomach your nerves 

will get the better of you.” 

 Renae chuckles, “I’m not that nervous Al, I’ll just eat an apple or something on the 

way there.” 

 “An apple? Alright then, whatever suits you, I’m not going to argue with you on this 

important day now am I?” 

 “No, and I shouldn’t think so,” she teases as a smile plays at her lips and Renae 

rounds the corner. “Right, I’m nearly home now I’ll be two minutes.” 

 “Okay hun, see you in a minute. Bye.” 

 “Bye!” 

 Renae was now in the neighbourhood, the rush of the street of shops (as Renae 

and Alice call it) now gone, giving way to the open and tranquillity of her housing estate. 

She loves her short over-the-phone conversations with Alice. They always play quite amus-

ingly, and never fail to reveal their bond of trust, love and laughs. 

 She swings into the hallway of her home, and is almost immediately greeted with a 

“Hello!” coming from another unlocated room of the two-bed house, as usual. She shouts 

back a “Hi!” and rushes upstairs, dodging another of her Aunty Alice’s extremely energetic 

speeches that are supposed to be the best motivator out there. She changes into some-

thing a bit more formal, touching up her makeup as she passes the standing mirror, fills 

her faux leather bag with almost everything from her desk (just in case), picks up an apple 

and heads back out onto the street, where her taxi is conveniently waiting.  

“Good luck!” Alice wails as she watches her niece drive straight into the fate of 

adulthood. 

~~~~ 

*Ding-a-ling* 

Renae steps through the old brown door and enters the café she hopes to call a 

workplace sometime soon. The space is fairly large considering its compact look from the 

outside, and it is so beautiful—everything the young photographer in the corner would need 

for his aesthetically pleasing Instagram page. She lets the soft, welcoming atmosphere 

envelop her whole as she strolls deeper into the intricate café, the warmth of brewing tea, 

the fresh scent of lavender, the smoky smell of lit candles, the ancient bookcase lining the 

wall, the dark brown wooden furniture, all making Renae feel as cozy as you can be in a 

Paris café. The building has an aged, withering feel, but the dozens of lush green plants 

dangling from ceiling to floor bring the life back into the room quickly; the pop of bright 
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She finds her way to the counter, and politely addresses the waitress, “Hi, I’m here 

for a job interview with the owner. My name’s Renae Cruzette, I got in touch a few days 

ago.” 

“Oh chéri, that would be me,” the woman speaks in perfect English, but with a 

French roll to her tongue, “Come with me and we’ll have a seat. Would you like some tea?” 

“Green tea would be nice, thanks,” Renae replies and finds a small round table for 

two to sit down. 

“I’m Clemence Rosher—founder, owner—of this place, as you will already know.” 

Renae smiles and does a little laugh, “It’s nice to meet you Clemence.” The two 

shake hands as the bleach-blonde woman passes Renae a steaming mug of green tea, the 

teabag still left in of course. 

“Yes and you are Renae Cruzette, you said?” 

“Mhm.” Renae is waiting for the traffic of questions to come along and preparing 

herself to not get stuck or lost in them, but they never come, and she finds herself feeling 

utterly relaxed with the welcoming woman before her. 

“So, why are you here today?” 

“I’m looking for a first job, and when I heard you were hiring it seemed perfect, be-

cause I don’t live far from here and I love baking every now and then, as well as being crea-

tive with coffee art. I’m quite the artistic person, you see.” 

“Good good. That’s what I like to hear,” Clemence looks into Renae’s eyes and gives 

a shining warm smile, “So are you willing to give your all into this job? I need someone new, 

someone fresh who will put a part of their soul into my café. I need perseverance, a respect-

ful and capable person. Why would I choose you?” 

“I am all of those things and more Miss.” 

“Madame,” she interrupts.  

“Right, sorry Madame.” 

“Who always comes first in my business?” 

“The customer does, always!” Renae eagerly answers after not understanding the 

question for a few seconds. 

“Are you good with mathematics? Can you quickly count change?” 

“Yes, I graded a nine in my GCSE when I lived in England.” 

“In England you say? I thought you had a different accent chéri!” 

“Yeah I just recently moved here actually.” 

“Tell me a bit about that then. Why did you move, are you here permanently?” Cle-

mence curiously asks. 

“I think I’ll be staying here for a good few years now until I have the money to move 

out and go back to Britain. I’ve always lived with my Aunty, ever since I was a baby, and she 
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 just got a promotion so we had to move here. My parents have never been around, I don’t 

even remember my mother’s face.” 

“Oh chéri that must be terrible for you, not even knowing your parents.” 

“It’s fine really! I love Alice so much, she’s always been there for me and I respect 

her with all my heart for deciding to take me in, but she never took the opportunity to be-

come my mother. She’s always been my aunty and kept the truth at bay about my par-

ents." 

"I see, so is she your true biological aunt then?” 

“Yes! She’s my father’s sister.” 

“Oh she must be so very brave then, I admire her strength taking in just a child!” 

“I do too. You know she is French as well, so it was a delight to her when the com-

pany said she’d be moving to their Paris branch. She took me in when she was just eight-

een, and we both went to England so she could finish university. It was very stressful for 

her, and I am so grateful for her determination to not only provide a steady life for herself, 

but for a child that wasn’t even her own too!” 

“Yes she sounds like an amazing woman! So how old are you now then?” 

“Seventeen.”  

“When would you be willing to start? I’d have to give you some training first of 

course, but it’d be nothing major.” 

“As soon as possible Clemence!” 

“Okay then how about I give you a call next Monday so I can show you how it all 

works here?” 

“Perfect, thank you so much!” 

“Oh no worries, I have great expectations of you,” and she gives Renae a wink as 

they stand and part ways, Renae not knowing yet that it’d be the last time she speaks to 

the friendly woman who own a café. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freya Turton, 14 
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Our teen Journalists are collecting dona-

tions of educational supplies for the pu-

pils at the school Lamin J Saidy attends.  

If you are interested in taking part then 

please contact us for the address to 

send your donations to.  

All educational supplies are welcome 

however to help you out we have provid-

ed a list of ideas, you do not have to 

stick to this list.  

 

SCHOOL BOX APPEAL 

• Pencils 

• Pens 

• Erasers and sharpeners 

• Chalk and duster for school boards 

• Note pads 

• Exercise books (lined and squared) 

• Paints (poster, acrylic, water colour) 

• Paper  A4 (printer/ coloured/ craft) 

• Paper A3 

• Paper A5 

• Calculators 

• Math kits (rulers, angles, compass)  

• Paper clips 

• Elastic bands 

• Stapler and staples 

• Text books (various subjects) 

Guinea Bissau School Box Appeal 

• English Lit books (Fiction) 

• Non Fiction books 

• Crayons  

• Felt tips 

• Colouring pencils 

• Paint brushes 

• Glue (various types) 

• Stencils 

• Plastic Wallets 

• Book marks 

• Puzzle books 

• Dictionaries (English to Portuguese/ Af-

rican to Portuguese/ English to Portu-

guese)  

• Mini Encyclopaedia's 

• Cellotape  

• Stamps and ink pads 

• Flash Cards 

• Top Trumps / Brain Box mini card 

games 

 

Every child has the right to an education and 

education is the main way to empower citi-

zens and a countries economy long-term.  

Collecting at the Home Ed Camp 

PLEASE EMAIL/PM FOR THE AD-

DRESS DETAILS OF WHERE TO 

SEND YOUR DONATION TO.  

HOMEEDLOOKSLIKETHIS@GMAIL.COM 



WordPress <click here  

 

Facebook. <Click here  

 

Instagram: homeed.llt  

 

Twitter: homeedlookslik1 

 

Find us on You Tube 

 

E-mail: homeedlookslikethis.com 

HOME ED LOOKS LIKE THIS 

To advertise in our resource please email 

us at the above address. 

https://wordpress.com/view/homeedlookslikethis.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1805782749459797/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjrO2oStw-E&t=216s

